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Every human iife, when you think about it, is a soap opera — and one that INTRODUCTION 
inevitably ends in tragedy, at that. Up until that final, fatal cpnelusion, each of us has a Dthomnsc 
TO BE CONTINUED logo in the lower right hand frame of his life, blinking night and day. DY Kim Thomps 


Only fiction offers the possibility of a genuinely happy ending — and there's a 
perverse aspect to those “happy endings,” make no mistake about it. After all. the 
characters Just stop existing, for good or for ill. Those reunited lovers walking off into the 
sunset — who's to say that ten seconds after the movie ends, or right after the curtain 
drops. or on the nonexistent page after the final page. they didn’t get run over by a truck? 


So maybe. in a sense, it’s only fair that OMAHA THE CAT DANCER — arguably 
the greatest soap-opera comic ever created (and | mean "soap opera” in a good way, like 
Jaime Hernandez’s Maguie-and-Hopey stories in LOVE AND ROCKETS are a “soap opera,” 
or Milton Caniff's STEVE CANYON) — should have ended as it does: In midstory, 
unresolved. perplexing. 


As | write these words, the final issue of OMAHA, Vol. Il #4, was released forty-one 
months ago {in February, 1995). This was the final in a four-issue flurry of activity that 
lasted eight months as Reed Waller and Kate Worley. relieved of a large number of 
pressures (problems in their personal and professional relationship, as well as with their 
publisher at the time), suddenly found their second wind, Maybe the subject matter had 
something to do with it, too — the reunion of Chuck and Omaha that had occurred in the 
final issue of Volume One seemed to have galvanized them. (Certainly Reed's artwork took 
a quantum leap forward that is noticeable even between the first and last chapters of this 
book.) 


Sadly, this spurt was not to last, After that fourth issue, things ground to a halt 
— Reed ran out of steam working on the handful of finished script pages Kate had 
provided for #5, and Kate ran out of steam producing any more of them. Each had moved 
on to a new life, and maybe the connecting thread — the thread that enveloped OMAHA 
—had stretched beyond its limits. (Reed tells me he's not even sure where those completed 
Pages are any more — they're filed away in his studio, one or two moves back.) And after 
three and a half years, it may be time to consider the possibility that there will be no more 
Issues of OMAHA at all, 


I was tempted to call up Reed and Kate and get them to at least tell me what was 
planned to happen next in Omaha and Chuck's lives, but thought better of i. For one 
thing, fa miracle happens and OMAHA ever gets up and running again, it would be a 
bummer to then have to read those “spoiled” stories; for another, it just seems wrong. | 
don't have anyone to call and ask “What happens next?” in my life of that of my friends, 
and neither do you. (Nevertheless. the unpublished covers for OMAHA Vol. II #5 and #6, 
presented at the back of the book. allow for a hint of things to come that never came.) 


‘So for now, this book represents the Last Hurrah of the OMAHA series, as it joins 
William Messner-Loebs’s JOURNEY and Alan Moore's BIG NUMBERS in the realm of 
prematurely terminated comics epics. Let's be grateful for the long road we traveled in the 
company of these complex and sympathetic characters — and let's remember just how 
groundbreaking and courageous this series was, (There were periods when the biggest 
distributor of comics in the U.S. — now more or less the only distributor of comics in the 
U.S, — simply refused to carry it...and OMAHA’s distribution problems overseas remain 
constant and unresolved.) To date, no one has managed to fuse explicit sex with s 
dramatic narrative drive in a way that even comes close to rivaling what Reed and Kate 
achieved. 


..And let's hope that in a few years, Fantagraphics will be releasing THE 
COLLECTED OMAHA VOLUME 7, and I'll have to eat each and every one of these w 


In the meantime — welcome back to the world of Chuck and Omaha. We b 
enjoy this book. 


— Kim Thompson, July 1998 


A TALE OF 
TWO GEOFFS 


“Rob Steps Out” originally appeared 
in the Summer 1994 issue of GAY COMICS. 
Those OMAHA collectors who bought that 
issue may have been puzzled by the huge 
discrepancy in the appearance of Rob's 
date, Geoff, in this story and later issues of 
OMAHA. As it happens Reed had second 
thoughts about the design of the character, 
and came up with the “collie” look as a more 
suitable visual for Geoff's face in every 
panel. For the readers who missed the GAY 
COMICS version, we're reprinting the original 
GAY COMICS cover with the original Geoff. 


TALES OF | == 
MIPPLE TY 


|| 
THE bw DATE of 
ae Nemwous ABour, / 
ANNWAY 2 IT JUST A — 


- TT P 
BUT ITS JUST DINNER AND OH, THAT'S ee YOURE THE 1 
WHATEVER, RIGHT 7 ONLY GAY MA‘ roa a ccs 
: WHO DOESN’ 


TT 
Ni) I16 THE WHATEVER, 
'M NERVOUS ABOUT, S BECAUSE I'M 
GEOFF SAID ee oN GAY MAN IN 
SOMETHING ABOUT T 
. DANCING. 


r 
B 7 PRETT: WELL, | 
Ze »,| DAMNEP Nice Y ONLY GO THERE 
y FOR SPECIAL WELL, RIGHT 
OCCASIONS. NOW, You CAN 
FOLLOW ME 


THAT 
TRULY GREAT 
RESTAURANT. 


y 
GEOFF... J NAW, JUSTTHAT J 
SHOULD PROBABLY 1 WAS A PHOTO 
TELL YOu, 'M GEEK ALL THROUGH 
NOT MUCH OF HIGH SCHOOL 
A ONE FOR AND COLLEGE... 
DANCING. FRIVOLOUS 
FOR YOU? 


OKAY, IM AFRAID C SURG. LING DANCING. 
OF DOING MY = [ YOU KNOW YOUR LEFT 
LEARNING IN FROM YOUR RIGHT? 
ANP WHERE, YOUR FEET 
| ARE? ITS EASY. ‘ 


*ol SALOON 
aes 


9 


TWO NIGHTS 
A WEEK. COWBOY 
DANCING. 


“ay 


P” HEY, Bors... GET YOUR 
LEVIS MOVIN? WEVE GOT 
SOMB HOT NEW STEPS TO 
TEACH YOU TOMGHT 
is 2 


KNOW? | 

NEVER DIP 
SCOPE OUT THE 
BANDANA 
THING. 


aa SON, ITS 
'/ REALLY TIME 
YOU CULTIVATED 
SOME OTHER 
TALENTS. 


YY cxay, Mewes 
FART... RIGHT 


Now THAT YOUVE GOT THE Basicc, 
LETS CRANK UP THE MUSIC. 


IARD To WIGGLE 
TIGHT JEANS. 


"7 \'0 SAN Nou 

Got THAT WIGGLE 
DOWN 

NICE, HON. 


J 
HMPH/ Let ME BUY You 
A BEER, BEFORE YOUR. 
UEANS ‘ATTRACT ANY 
MORE ATTENTION . 
= ae 


| 7 INTHIS \ 
"( CROWD? MAKE 
Iv A PABST. 


he 


— 


V_ Now THAT You've sure. J MAYBE We SHOULD HEY, LETS JUST 
FOUND OvT ITS NOT So. APTER. Ds GO SHOPPING FOR TAKE IT ON& 
qHOSe Boots, HMM? /\ ster 7 BT TIME, 


BAP, WE COULD TAKE. | GOTTA CULTIV. 
SOME "WESTERN SWING’ THOSE TALE 
L€SS0NS, Too. 


OS gi) EG 


z i 
| y 
| a ia W si 
| Wt 
| IM 
| te bee 
| WHERE'S, 

MOTHER? 

| 

(foe Rarer 


7 
SHES GOING 

OVER A FEW 
DETAILS 

WITH THEM 


DETAILS OF Y 
WHAT? WHY 
THE HELL DID 
THIS TAKE 
$0 LONG? 


HER STORY 
TOOK SOME 
TIME, CHUCK. 
ABOUT 


POSSIBLY 


HER STORY? 
LOOK, WHAT 


KNOW ABOUT 


Vrornina, 


NOTHING. 
BUT IN LIGHT INVOLVEMENT? | 
OF HER. | DON'T 
IVE EES UNDERSTAND} 


wh 
BONNER.. 


Look, | THINK SHE'D 
PREFER TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT IT HERSELF 


'M FINE, 
DEAR, JUST 


~] 


THANK You FOR YOUR 
HELP, MR. ESCHER. 


SucH As IT WAS, 
MA\AM. CALL IF You 
NEED ANYTHING 


WHAT ON EARTH 

15 THIS ALL ABOUT? 
CHAD SAID 

SOMETHING 

ABouT YOU AND 


YES, You 
DESERVE 


AN 
EXPLANATION. 


en 


cf _ ADMIT, | GET 
CURIOUS WHEN 


MY DINNER 
GUESTS GET 
HAULED AWAY 


YES, OF COURSE 

1) WILL TELL You 

THE WHOLE STORY. 
ABOUT BONNER... 


iY 
«.. AND. YouR 
FATHER. BUT NOT - 
“TONIGHT. NOW, | RoB, Sy 
WOULD JusT WHERE'S COULD WE 
THE CAR? | [TY PERHAPS MEET 


IN A FEW DAYS, 
AT MY HOME? 


AGAIN? | 


Nas 


IN A MINUTE, 
DAMMIT. LET 
ME HEAR THE 

MESSAGE, 


/ UH... SURE. HONESTLY, | 
DON'T WANT TO PRY iNTO 
FAMILY BUSINESS. 


5 
HEAR IT FIRST FROM ME. 


HEY, ITs JERRY. 
GRear News, W8'VE Gor 
THE INONCTION HEARING 
ANio THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE SET FOR 
MONDAY, CALL ME, 
Vu Ge You THe 
DETAILS 


15 


SAY, | HATE TO 

FUCK AND RUN.. 

BUT | NEED 

SOME WATER. 

HOW ABouT 
You? 


ISN'T_IT AMAZING 
THE DRYMOUTH You 
GET, MAKING 

? 


(7 
OH, | DON'T KNOW. 
ALL THAT PANTING... 


HON, 
PANT LIKE THAT 
\ ITS ONLY NATURAL \ 


1) DON'T 
NATURALLY, 


ZA 


V ONLY n” HEY, | NEED : 
WHEN ° A BREAK. 
INSPIRED. DO GET 1 HAND Me 
\ Usain ) > 
a 
= y >. i 


You _KNow, You 
COULD BRING SOME 

Ul foul 
OWN OVER HERE... 


7 
WELL, | SAW THAT \ BUT | HAVEN'T BEEN 
Ww BeCEE 


RECOMMENDEP. HE 
SAID \'D HAVE TO 
STAY S\X MONTHS 
HERE TO ESTABLISH 
RESIDENCY FO! 
{| 
il | 
Hh} 


A DIVORCE. 
$5) 
P ; 


Tn 


am 


1 REALLY t ANP WELL, 
'T SAY. | THERE'S OTHER... 
THERE'S THINGS | HAVE 
HOWEVER LONG To Ger 
THE DIVORCE STRAIGHTENED 
OUT, Too... 


STUFF TAKES, 
See? 


= ~ 


Pas 
OF DEMOLITION CONTRACTS 
FOR “A” BLOCK, DOWNTOWN, 
MIPPLE CITY. 


\ 


| COUNCIL 
' RIM 


oe 
NEXT, THE APPROVAL ~ 


) 


MR. CHAIRMAN / 
JERRY DAVIDSON 
1 REPRESENT THE 
CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE 
TO SAVE “A” BLOCK 


YES, SIR, CHECKED BY 
THE DISTRICT CLERK. AND 
UNDER THE CITY STATUTES, 

PUBLIC HEARINGS MAY 

BE CALLED BY PETITION... 


| HAVE HERE 
PETITIONS, WITH ALMOST 
FIFTEEN HUNDRED SIGNATURES, 
CALUNG FOR FURTHER 
PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 


— 


-. IF OVER A THOUSAND: 
SIGNATURES ARE COLLECTED. 
1 KNOW THE STATUTES, 


Yes... HMMM... WELL, | 
SUPPOSE ITS ALL IN ORDER 
WE'LL NEED To SCHEDULE 
THE HEARINGS FOR 
DECEMBER... 


WE WouLD 
Request A 
MINIMUM OF 
THREE, SIR. 


| BELIEVE 
Two WILL 
HAVE To Do, 
MR. DAVIDSON. 


“THEREFORE... 
THE MATTER OF DEMOLITION 
CONTRACTS |S TABLED 
UNTIL THE COUNCIL'S 
JANUARY MEETING. ANY 
FURTHER BUSINESS? 


WHY IS SHAUN 
READING THE 
STATEMENT, 
SINCE YOU 
WROTE IT? 


THE IMAGE MIPPLE CITY 
PRESENTS To THE 
OUTSIDE WORLP. 


CAUSE I'M JUST A FLACK, 
HES A WHEEL WITH THE 
MUSICIANS. BESIDES, HE 
DID Most OF THE HUSTLING... 
ITS ONLY FAIR. 


WHILE CLEAN, NEW BUILDINGS 
MAY HELP To ATTRACT 
CONVENTIONEERS, FOR THOSE 
OF US WHO LIVE HERE... 

-» PLACES LIKE PLUTO'5 AND 
MOBY'S ARE A VITAL PART OF 


MIPPLE ClTY, Too, AND WE 
ARE GRATIFIED THAT THE 
COMMUNITY UNDERSTANDS THAT. 
| (TT |! 


NAW i 


= ss: WE WOULD LIKE TO 
te Gor, \/ THANK ALL THE 


OF COURSE THE ARTS 


THIS 


S 1” q 
+. 16 TO PUSH 
COMMUNITY CARES ABOUT HYGIENE AT THE: 
EXPENSE OF VITALITY, ( 
I 


Too. BUT FOR US To Lose Two 

OF DOWNTOWN'S FEW MUSIC. 

VENUES, AND ART SPACES TMT 
LIKE RIFLE SPORT AND yl 


“THE NEWSTAND..- a 


WELL, THIS >| 
ROUND, ANYWAY, 
WE'LL HAVE TO 

S06 WHAT THE 
COURT THINKS. 


CALL ANYTIME 
YOU NEED AN 
AGITATOR . 


(7 
YEAH. THURSDAY 
\N HUDSON, FRIDAY 


HELL, ALL | DID 
WAS COUNT BEANS. 
YOU AND SHELLEY 
AN? SHAUN PUT. 
IT ALL TOGETHER 


HEY, CHUCK, 
WE'RE HEADING 
OUT. 


ANYWAY. 
1M REALLY GLAD 
IT FINISHED up 
BEFORE WE HAD 
To LEAVE 


YOU Go... 
DAY AFTER. 
TOMORROW? 


WELW, WELCOME 


HEY, | THOUGHT 
NOu'D BE GLAD To HAVE 
YOUR PRIVACY BACK . 


JO, You'RE 
OUT ON BOND. 


HAVING A 


GIRL HERE You'Re NOT 
WOULD, UH, GOING To DO 
CRAMP YouR SOMETHING 


AFTER ALL, 
YOu SHOULD BE 
FEELING YOUR 
WAY AROUND 


STYLE A 
Bit, HMZ 


STUPID, LIKE 
LEAVE TOWN..7 


VY J 
ROB, I'M JUST MOVING IN WITH 
A FRIEND WHO HAS More 
ROOM, THAT'S ALL. WHO CAN 
KEEP Me IN MY ACCUSTOMED 
STYLE, DONCHA KNOW. 


NOT, SON. 
'M QUST EXPLAINTO. 
SHIFTING YOUR LAWYER.. 


YEAH. DON'T 
WORRY YOUR 


WE CAN START 
TAKING STUFF IN, 
THE DANCERS ARE 

ALMOST DONE. 


AWW, WHAT A 
SHAME, YOU BOYS 
MISSED “EM. 


(rea, THEY'RE... 
~ 
Fry 


OUMPIN’ 
BEANS! 


WELW, WELL... 
IT'S OLD HOME WEEK... 
: SUSIE. 


con't BE MUCH THEY 
To PICK FROM |/ DONT LOOK 
ANYWAY, A TOO BAD 
LITTLE PLACE FROM THESE 
i PICTURES, 


OH, GREAT, SOME 
SORRY DORK 
NOTICED WERE 
OFF EARLY 
TONIGHT. 


JESUS H. 


CHRIST.Z 


"4 
OH, BLEACHED, HUH? 


ACTUALLY, IT'S KINDA 
SEXY... ON YOU. BUT / 
WHAT ISN'T? 


ae 
/ DOING HERE? A 
we 


WERE THE 
"Live MUSIC" IN 
THIS DUMP TONIGHT, 


BABE, WHADDJA 
S THINK { 


OH, DEKE, I'M SORRY. ITS BUT HES NOT THE ONLY 
JUST ... | WANTED TO GET FRIEND YOU HAD THERE.. 
OR THE ONLY MAN 


TOTALLY AWAY FROM MIPPLE 
WHO'D LOVE 10 .. 


SHEESH,  \ CITY, AND EVERYONE... 
THANKS FOR L <q 
THE WARM ete 
WELCOME. mime WANTING To Ger, GOD, YOU'RE REALLY 
. : AWAY FROM CHUCK, SOMETHING, AREN'T 
1 CAN UNDERSTAND. oa 


WHY SHOULD IT? | 
MY BEING AROUND | i SQUARE THE CORNERS 
THROUGH! YEAH, WITH MB, ANGEL? 


DIDN'T STOP 
HER... OR YOUR i | CAUGHT THEM A 


OLD MAN, COUPLE OF WEEKS 
EITHER . AGO, WHILE THEY 
zy WERE. SUPPOSED To 

is BE “WORKING.” J 


f excuvuse me, BuT 


YOU HAVE GEAR FING, LL HAUL. 


GEAR. WHY NOT 
HAVE A NICE 
CHAT WITH YOUR 


| UNDERSTAND, ) 


REALLY... DEREK'S 
SURE GOT A 
NERVE, GIVIN' YOU 


AND TRYING 
$8 ieveanse, 
Me WITH tr 7 


[ Yean 


| THINK | KNOW WHAT 
YOU MEAN. THAT'S HOW | 

ALWAYS FELT WHEN CHUCK 
WAS BEING A PAIN 


HEY, | WALKED 
out ON HIM, 
REMEMBER? 


NON® OF MY PLANS. IT 
Business ere NICE TO 


ANYWAY. SAY, ce YOU, 


YOU GONNA 
STAY AND 


WHATCHA WATCHIN’, 
SWEETIE? y 


( HEY, THAT STUFF LL 


ROT YOUR MIND, 
YOu KNOW. 


OKAY, WHATS THE 
BIG DEAL? 


THE DANCER ... DOESN'T 
SHE LOOK LIKE SUSIE? 
BuT REP-HEADED. 


VE GONE 
SHOPPING 
WITH HER: 
REMEMBER? 


| ee 
GONNi a 
> = 


YY 
MotHeR, THIS 1 MAVBE NoT. BUT 
1S HARDLY / IT 1S A VERY LONG 
STORY | HAVE TO 
TELL YOU. PERHAPS 
YOu WILL NEED 
THE STIMULANT. 


/ 

BUT LOOK ... YoU TWO WERE 
AS CLOSE TO MW FATHER AS 
ANYONE. | THINK You 
DESERVE TO KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED WITH THEM 


Hey, 11m W uniperstaNDaBle. 
SORRY. | LL GET THE 


\ / _ CREAM, PLEASE. AND 
COME IN; MY DEARS. KURT TAKES HIS BLACK. 
MAKE YOURSELVES ACH 
COMFORTABLE. 


OF COURSE. | HAVE 
TO FIRST EXPLAIN A 
LITTLE FAMILY HISTOR 


My father, Hector Elandos, had 
done very well as a builder in 
California. But he did not like 
the corruption that filled 
the business there. 


BESIDES MOTHER AND FATHER, 
THERE WERE THREE OF US: 


for us, and in 1948 w 
moved to Mipple City. 


Father set up his new $ Was just 19, My mother She thought that, if 
company. So many of the big was an educated woman, of }|nothing else, I should meet 
companies were Na Starting good gerally, and it was. more éligible young men 
then, and people needed her idea that I should go there. Mother, especially, 
houses. The boys worked to the University. wanted me to marrya 


with him. |) professional man. 


7 | So, such boys as J met. 
OH, NO. IM 4 MOST OF THEM 
AFRAID MY MoTHeR || Were Usually friends of my THOUGH, WERE, WELL... 
Went | WASA Little NAIVE. || Dretners. They Were mostly | THINK THEY ‘Were 
THERE, YOU Sb&, PEOPLE pre ed De reel ae A LITTLE AFRAID 
DID. DID NOT... MINGLE || Sort. ome as! no take OF PAPA. 
He? AS MUCH BACK 
THEN. a < 
4 A S Cod 
\ 
IN \ 


= (Hedid some of his leaat || Mother approved of him, of | 
TS evans T. || work then, yes. He had just | couree, because. he was well 
LAWYER, NAMED CALVIN eat oe 

BONNER. " 


BONNER 
WORKED FOR. 
YOUR FATHER? 


| placed, and looked to have 
A good future. 


0 ME, HE WAS ong) |_ Not until a year or go later. Ff ehopped te 
Tan WHO eee. OE sa I continued at University, but 1 | see Papa at one of ree 
SOMETIMES. HE WAS was in no hurry to get married,|| building sites... 
PLEASANT and besides, there was no boy 

ENOUGH, I really loved. 

THEN. WHEN DOES 


DAD COME INTO 
THIS 7 


| AM MARIA AH, LITTLE ONE, ('VE COME TO 
ELANDOS. |'VE COME WHAT ARE You SEE 
MISS... WELL, TO S&B MY FATHER. DOING HERE? 
HELLO THERE 
WHO’RE YOU? 


qr ATT 


[ Have You Mer YOUNG TABEY, 
He's JUST BEEN WITH 
ME A COUPLE OF MONTHS 


HERE? 


SIR, | WAS JUST ABouT To 


Go ON MY BREAK. PERHAPS 
| Coup ACCOMPANY 
Miss MARIA? 


PLEASED To MEET YOU. | 


BuT | THOUGHT PERHAPS. 
WE COULD HAVE LUNCH. 


DEAR, I'M SORRY; 1 
CANNOT. THE INSPECTORS 
ARE COMING TO See 
THE FOUNDATIONS . 


WAS GOING TO GO SHOPPING, } 


4 AH, WELL, 


\LL Go ALONE, 


BE DELIGHTED, 
MR. TABEY. 


He had been in the Navy, s 
and as he had been in beth 
San Francisco and San Diego, 
we had things in common, 
places, memories... 


But more than what he 
sald, there was something.. 
Sparkling about him, a 


confidence and vitality... 


When he asked if he might 
see me again, 1 


agreed, 
without hiding’my delignt . 


MY_FAMILY WAS RATHER, 
OLD-FASHIONED, | SUPPOSE. BUT 
CHARLIE WAS VERY POLITE, AND 
ASKED MY FATHER'S PERMISSION 
TO CALL ON ME. FATHER. 


qq] IE Mother was less pleased. 


|| But wHo is 
HE7 A 


4 | Rovatinecic, 


WITH NO 
BACKGROUND. 


\/ isaser, He is 


V WHY, ONG DAY HE MAY 
BE MY PARTNER. IF HEIS. 
GOOD ENOUGH FOR THE 

A FINE YOUNG BUSINESS, HE |S GOOD 
MAN. VERY ENOUGH FOR OUR GIRL, EH? 
CLEVER AND 


conditions: One, that | continue 
to See other young men, and two, 
that my brother Sebastian 
chaperone us. 


MAMA, WHAT HE WILL THINK, 
WILL HE THINK? THAT YOU ARE 
11'S SO OLD- NOT A GIRL 70 
FASHIONED, A BE TRIFLED WITH, 
CHAPERONE... MY DEAR. YOU 
ig NEVER KNOW, 
WITH A BOY OF 
HIS CLASS. 


Mother gave her consent. On two 


| need not have worried. My | 
darling Sebastian was a most 
understanding chaperone. 


{Her other wish | acceeded 
+o, without much caring. | 
already wae in love with 
Charlie, and only went along 
until such time as he won my 
mother over. 


| HAVE SOMETHING 
To Ask You. 


In love, as | was, | failed to notice that another 
suitor was growing far too involved with me- 


V | WILL Ask Your. 
PARENTS’ APPROVAL, 
OF COURSE, BUT 

ONW IF YoU ANSWER, 

ME YES. MARIA... WILL 

YOU MARRY ME? 


OH, | HAD No IDEA You 
FELT... \'M FLATTERED... BUT 
YM SORRY, | MUST SAY No. 


WHY? AFTER ALL, 
WEVE KNOWN EACH OTHER. 
FOR ALLTHIS TIME, 
YEARS, YOU CONTINUE 

TO Go OUT WITH ME... 


ONE OF 
ENRIQUE's 
| DONT see 
THAT You 
HAVE ANY 
RIGHT To ASK 


“THAT LITTL@ RAT TABEY, THE 
ONE WHOS WORMED HiS 
WAY ROUND YOUR FATHER. 


Yes! THE LITTLE SNEAK, 
WITH ALL HIS BRIGHT 
IDEAS. AND HE'S MOVING 
IN ON You, Too... 


I'M GOING IN, 
DO You HEAR? 


Mother was very angry with 
me when ji told ner What had 
happened 


50! You TURN DOWN A FINE. 
MAN LIKE THAT, WITH NO 
THOUGHT FOR. YOUR FUTURE, 
FOR THAT... THAT... 


| DON'T CARE, HE'S 
A BEAST! AND | LOVE 
CHARLIE, MAMA. AND 
HE LOVES ME. 


f YOU ARE NoT To 


SE THAT RUFFIAN 


AGAIN, YOU HEAR? 


MY DEAR, | Do NOT 

AGRBE, BUT IN THIS 

MATTER... You MUST 

OBEY YOUR MOTHER'S 
WISHES. 


| As if @ young girl in love can | 7 


We WERE 


\be patient/ Sebastian told 
we Cena Lid Non ) Charlie what had happened, | MARRIED 
eresf aves ) | Snuck out to meet him. 
Mca ee { | Charlie, of course, had a 
ee] ‘plan 


My son, surely... 


have you never SEO CEES 


under E have you never | THINK SUCH 
x || THINGS ARE NEW? 
happened ? of your birth? FOOLISH ONE, 
IT IS AS OLD 


ASTIME PARTNER IN 


THE FIRM 


ENOUGH, ISABEL 
HE IS FAMILY 
Now, AND You 
WILL BEHAVE 
DECENTLY, 


ISABEL, | SHOULD HAVE 
MADE HIM A PARTNER 


I 
N\/ ne orsornces ove 
Cavan, ano ver) 
REWARD Him / 


ANYWAY. HE HAS DOUBLED 
MY BUSINESS THIS YEAR. 
YOU SHOULD BE GLAD HE 
CAN PROVIDE So WEL 
FOR OUR GIRL... 


| 1 was $0 happy ... Charlie was | | 


doing So well. We bought this | | 
little house. | furnished it, and 
| waited for you to be born. 


thet 
that 


re WAS A dark cloud, thovgh, | 
| could not quite ignore 


BUILDING 


|4urning him down. But | had no 
| obsessed. And vengeful. 


“1 Knew that Calvin had never forgiven me for 
idea ‘he had becom 


e 


When you were born... yov cannot | 
imagine Your fathers joy: Those first | 
jears Were the happiest | ever knew. 
He was so loving and 60 generous... 


MR. TABEY 1S. 
BUSY, AND Askepb iF 
NOU COULD DRIVE 


VY vo. BEAUTIFUL 
AS EVER. 
RuGHT, Aumost 
2 PX pervect 
Oe » 


A 


VY 


civic function. Charlie was 
receive an award from the business | | 
association. | 


We were. going out to some big 
gping to 


PERHAPS YOU 
CAN LIE DOWN 
SOMEWHERE, 


I'M So SORRY, DEAR 
PLEASE, | THINK | MUST 

GO HOME. You STAY. 
{LL SBE YOU LATER 


the sitter away 
upstairs, when | heard soméone| |, 
in the hail... 


1 took a taxi home, and sent] |P 
1 was lying 


INTEND To. 
BuT NOT ALONE. 
YOU'RE GOING, 


WHEN You 
HEAR WHAT 
\ HAVE To 


You'll DO AS | SAY, 
BiTCH ... UNLESS You WANT 
| THE WHOLE WORLD To KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR FILTHY, 
LITTLE FAG BROTHER. 


=~ — 
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HE TOLD ME, THEN 
SOMEHOW , HE HAD FOUND 
OUT THAT MY BROTHER, 
MY DEAR SEBASTIAN, 
WAS, OH DEAR.. 


| Suppose it seems mad now, 
| but this was the 1450's. And.. 

he threatened to tell everyone, 
| including Papa. 


| WONDER ... WILL HE 
KILL YOUR BROTHER 
FIRST? OR JUST DIE 


You REALIZE, oF couRSsE, 
THAT | HAVE PROOF? THEN, 
TOO, THERE'S THIS QUESTION 
OF HOW HE CAME To THIS... 
DREAPFUL CRIME. 


y HE AND YOUR PRECIOUS ‘ 
CHARLIE ARE SUCH GREAT 


FRIENDS, ARENT THEY? BEING 
AROUND HIM, WITH ALL HIS 
FILTHY SAILOR'S HABITS... 


Ax! NOW | KNOW 
YOU'RE MAKING THIS ALL } 
UP. MY CHARLIE... NO 
ONE COULD BELIEVE .. 


V 

COULD BELIEVE WHAT? THAT 

YOUR MARRIAGE 1S JUST A 

FRONT, SO HE COULD GO RIGHT 

ON BUGGERING YOUR LITTLE 
BROTHER? PEOPLE AREN'T 
VERY HARD TO CONVINCE, 

You KNOW, 


SUCH WHisPers, INTHE W 
BUSINESS WoRLD...1 CAN 
DESTROY THEM ALL : YOUR 
BROTHER, YOUR FATHER , 
YOUR HUSBAND... THEY'’D 

Be FINISHED 


BUT WHY? 
WHAT De You 
WANT ? 


r 


JUST WHAT | WANTED 
FIVE YEARS AGO. You. 


\4 OW, I'LL HAVE You. 
OR You'LL SEE EVERYONE 


YOU_ LOVE SUFFER. 
SUFFER AND DIE 


THEN NO ONE 
WILL EVER KNOW. 
ITS AN EASY 


|| DECISION. You... 


| KNEW YouD see 
REASON. NOW, WRITE 
WHAT 1 TELL You. 


( left a letter, that he |] Bonner took me to his hove, | 
dictated... telling my darling that: And there.. 
1... had deceived him, and finally 


left him, for a "better man”... 
had taken me. 


{ VERY Goop. AND 
\ Now... LETS Go. 


He wanted Charlie to know who 


You THOUGHT You WERE 
TOO GOOD FOR ME, DIDN'T 
You, You SLUT? WELL, 
LU SHOW YOU WHAT 


REMEMBER . IF YOU 
DON'T po JUST AS 1 
TOLD YoU... 


|. then | saw my Charlie for 
the last time. 


PLEASE, PLEASE TELL ME IT'S 
NOT TRUE. 


MARIA ... THIS CAN'T BE TRUE. 


WHAT CAN | 
TELL YOu, 
TABEY ? THE 


Y ALRIGHT. 
THEN. YOUVE 
MADE YOUR 


Y6S, YOUR. BED 1S 
MADE, ALL RIGHT. A PROUD 
MAN, TABBY. HE'D NEVER 
TAKE BACK A WOMAN 
WHO'D GONG TO ANOTHER 
MAN. 


- - 
ESPECIALLY 
ified KNEW 


You'll PAY FOR. 
THAT, SLUT! I'LL SHOW 
YOU WHAT A WHORE 
UKE YOU GETS. 


He was right, of course. | could 
never go back. My family was. 
distraught, but of course... | was 
dead to them. | had noone...No 
one except the beast whose 
pleasure it was to abuse me. 


CHUCK, FoR 
PITY’s SAKE, 
IT WAS AN. 
UMPOSSIBLE 
SITUATION 


BECAUSE, AS LONG AS Your 
FATHER WAS ALIVE, THAT 
MONSTER KEPT A HOLD ON 


Me. EVEN WHEN THE SCANDAL 


BONNER THREATENED WOULD 
NO LONGER HAVE MATTERED, 


HE COULD STILL HAVE HAD 
CHARLIE KILLED. HE 
THREATENED To. 


WHEN | HEARD THAT 
CHARLIE WAS DEAD... THERE. 
WAS NOTHING LEFT FOR ME 
JO LOS®, | THOUGHT. | 
DIDN'T CARE IF BONNER 


Pine HAD HAP HIS REVENGE, 
\ THOUGHT, | NEVER 
DREAMED HE WOULD TRY 
TO HURT YoU, Too. AND 
IN THE SAME WAY. 


So Now... | SHOULD 
OUST PRETEND IT'S ALLA 
BAD DREAM? You've 
COME BACK, OMAHA’LL 


BUT | THINK, 
WITHOUT CHARLIE 
TO TORMENT ANY 
MORE, HE SIMPLY... 
DIDN'T CARE. 


HEY, WHO KNOWS? MAYBE DAD‘LL 
COME BACK To LIFE! AND We'LL 

ALL BE ONE BIG HAPPY FAMILY, 
HUH? ALL ONE BIG HAPPY... 


LD PRODUCE. | SHOULD 
WE SEEN IT COMING... 


HEN, WAIT UP GIRL. 
| NBED To TALK 


} OK NEAH? 
SID JUST TOLD 


ME YOU GAVE 
TWO WEEKS’ 


NOTICE. 
= 


7 
ITS NOT THE 
FIRST THING 
You HAVEN'T 
“TOLD ME. 


LIKE HOW A REDHEAPED 1 


TV STAR GETS TO BEA 


SMALL-TOWN BLONDE PEELER. 


SHUT UP! AND 


HOW You CAME 
TO KNOW THAT 
BUNCH FROM 

MIPPLE CITY 


YOu SHOULD BE. | DON'T 
TRUST PEOPLE REAL EASILY. 


CATCH EM LYIN’, | GET 


AND WHEN | Do, AND | 
SERIOUSLY PISSED. 
)_ DIDN'T MEAN To. 


Ue, I7's Just... IT's. 
ALL SO COMPLICATED... 


Ne GoT 
BARS, DON'T 17 
BESIDES, IT 
WAS THEIR 
VIDEO | SAW 


| crepes 
WELL? You GONNA TELL 
ME NOW, OR NOT? IT's 
THE BEST TIME WE'VE GOT. 


OKAY, OKAY... we, <I 


ONCE UPON A TIME, THERE 
WAS A GIRL NAMED Susi, 
WHO DION'T LIKE HER LIFE 
MUCH, SO SHE WENT To 


THE BIG CITY, To TRY AND 
FIND A NEW ONE... 
| 
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y i = WELL, KURT... I THINK tT BEST 
G7 AH, SERGEANT, \iSS ThA 


T ONLY THE TWO OF YOU 
HES IN THERE, Go IN. WELL BE RIGHT 


SS 
HEN, KURT, COME ON IN. 
JERRY, HEY BUDDY. 
You've NEVER SEEN MY. 


House HERE, HAVE You? 


“Na —< - 
HEY, WAIT TILL | GET WHEN SHE COMES HOME, We'LL You DonT BEUEVE 


No, No.” \T ALL FIXED uP. HAVE THE BIGGEST PARTY ME, HUB? VLE SHOW 
IT'LL REALLY BE THIS STUFFY OLD JOINT'S You, AND ALL THE 
. SOMETHING. | WANT EVER SEEN. WELL BE THE CRUMI 


MY... 


lO GET IT SET FOR OAST OF THE TOWN... 4 
. ONAHA ae - 


th, ¢ 
RS ISK 


a | 

wa NS 
GET THE, E 
ATTENDANTS IN, IP 
Jerry. ‘ 


< 
GES 


_.. 
ca i va 


P 


40 


WV Yea, weve... 
THATS WHY 


BEFORE. | GUESS I'M NOT 


REAL BIG ON TRUST, EITHER . 


IF 1 CAN . 
UN-COMPLICATE” YOU JUST GOTTA LEARN 
IT A LITHLE. TO RECOGNIZE A FRIEND 
a WHEN YOURE LOOKING 
AT ONE, HONEY. 


YOU AT WORK, BUT 
THERE WAS A PHONE. 
CALL FOR YOU, FROM 

SOMEONE NAME 

MAR! 


OPERATOR? COLLECT 
CALL, TO MARIA TABEY, 


MARIA? WHATS: 
at 555-7049. 


WRONG, HAS SOMETHING 
HAP... 


I'M SORRY | DIDN'T TEL YOu 


HEY, SUSIE, JACK'S 
WAITING OUT FRONT. 


SUSIE, THERE'S A 
PHONG CALL FER YA... 


SHE SAID IT WAS URGENT. 
YOU CALL HER BACK AT ONCE. 
| HAVE HER NUMBER HERE... 


KS UKE | 
GAVE MY Notice 
JUST IN TIME. 


g 


Ae 


| WOULDN'T 
CALL. IT DEAD, 
SIR. 


c 
Ww 
re) 
Zz 
< 
ia 
Fe 
¢ 
) 
w 
x 
i 


JUST... TAILED OFF 
FOR THE MOMENT. WELL ELANDOS... 3 V4 
PICK UP HISTRAIL. ER, LOPEZ... < THANK YOU, 
ARRIVED HERE DETECTIVE. 
WHEN? | KNOW THAT 
. AUGUST COMES 


Berore 
OCTOBER. 


No, six. But \ \F HE DID 
HE PROBABLY HAVE BONNER 
NEEDED SOME KILLED, THERE LL. 
TIME TO GET BE SOME 


“  sactenas 
> ie 
i “ie 


(- 


WELL, SIR, 
INCREDIBLY ITS THE 

OPTIMISTIC, GROVER. 

ESPECIALLY FOR AN 

EXPERIENCED MAN. 


\S, HE DIDN'T 
ARRIVE RIGHT 


\ 


WERE LETTING IT SLIDE, FOR 
NOW. MRS.TABEY SAYS THEY 


THE GIRL LEFT. THE 


STATEMENT CONFIRMEL HEAD INTO A HORNETS NEST. 


7 7 q 
WELL... KEEP ME POSTED. MAKE SURE ANY EVIDENCE 
AND GROVER... J | You GET 1S DAMNED STRONG 

—= = <<@ | BEFORE You MAKE A Move, 

K- OR YOU'LL BE STICKING YOUR. 


WE'LL CONTINUE THE HEAVY 

SEDATION A COUPLE DAYS 

MORE. THEN TAPER HIM 
OFF, POA LITRE 
THERAPY WITH HIM. 


"4 rs 
. THE LOSS OF HIS FATHER, NOW DONT You START WORRYING 
SOUNDS LiKe HES THE SHOCK OF FINDING LiKe THAT. ITS JUST THAT EVEN 
HAD Quite A LOT YOU AGAIN, MRS. TABEY... THE POSITIVE CAN Be STRESSFUL. 
OF STRESS LATELY. 


PERHAPS | YES, | UNDERSTAND. THAT 
SHOULD SIMPLY 1S WHY | WANT TO ASK 

HAVE STAYED YOU... CHUCK'S GIRLFRIEND, 
“DEAD.” THE ONE WHO LEFT... 


A a ‘ ‘ 
a: 


1 TOLD HER THERE WAS 
NO NEED TO HURRY. SHE 


HAPPENED. SHE Is | 
PLANNING ON 


COMING BACK. 
HM | 


BESIDES, 1 


ac Have SURELY NOT. You 

| CAN TAKE BESIDES, UL HAVE RELY, NOT, YOU 

You10 THE BUS OH, You DON'T SUNDAY NIGHT. Cone pot ode 
ON MONDAY. HAVe To po THAT. ) | 


WT 


TTT 


a ANJA I 


= 
Y ECAUSE I'M Ni HH] YEAH. | EVEN MISS You! 
NAG ys] WL if A UITtLe Now, even: 
iG. | COULD IG MOMENT OF THIS PUI") paouGH Youre STIL 
NYNORNING ; HERE. LOOKING AT YOUR 
wears FACE, | WONDER IF I'LL 
EVER SEE IT AGAIN. 


THATS WHAT Y¢ 
Get 


ov IF YOU'D PLAYED BY THE 
ING RULES, PROBABLY NO ONE 


WOULD Have CARED, AND THis) | 
GRASS ROOTS THING WOULDN'T _/|| 
HAVE HAD ANY HOOK. f 


W 7 
STILL... MAYBE THERE WON'T You'D BETTER MAKE DAMN 
BE A LOT OF INTEREST, EVEN SURE YOU'VE GOT ALL YouR 
NOW. DECEMBER... FOLKS TAME EXPERTS LINED UP, TO 
PROVE THAT THIS THING 
HAS To GO THROUGH. 


EVEN IF THESE Bozos 
WIN THEAR LITTLE BATTLE, 
WE'LL STILL WIN THE 
WAR, | PROMISE. 


AT LEAST THERE'S NO WAY 
THEY CAN TURN UP ANYTHING 
TO SHOW WHY IT HAS TO. 


AND I'Vé GOT JUST THE \ 
THING TO TAKE YOUR MIND 
OFF YOUR READACHE. 


\} ! S| You KNow, I’M 
ARE You | ul A LITTLE SORRY 
SORRY WE IH } ABOUT THAT... 
DIDN'T HAVE HEY, | \ NOT TRYING 


Got NO 
COMPLAINTS. 


iT, | MEAN. 


Vike viLvion sain, 
You SHOULP ONLY 
REGRET THE THINGS 
YOU BAVEN'T DONE. 


WHY? Do you 
REGRET GETTING 
INVOWED. 
WITH MG? 


No, NOT EXACTLY. 
1 ONLY WISH... 


+ I'D. MET You AT 
A DIFFERENT 
TIME IN MY 

Lire. 
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How's as i 
GOIN}, THERE, EITHER. 
THEN 1 TRIED 
THE DANCE 
AGENCIES. 


aerate ca.) 
ATMs! 


NOT 10 MENTION 
ALL THE ONES THAT 
WOULDN'T GIVE ME 


DOZENS OF SUSANS, 
SUSIES, SUES, SUZANNES... 
NO CLUE ON LAST NAMES, 
OR IF THEY WERE 

STILL WORKING . 


PITY. BESIDES, 
I'VE. GOT KIND’ 
OF A VESTED 
INTEREST IN 
THis, You KNOW. 


BO YOU HAVE SOMEWHERE YOU 
CAN PUT THIS? IT’S SUCH A 
LONG RIDE, | THOUGHT YOU 
MIGHT GET HUNGRY. 


NOW, You BE SURE AND 
DROP MEA LINE. 


>. 


(EF 


Y P 
YOU'VE BEEN AS 
REAL... AS ANYONE DON'T BE. 
\V& EVER KNOWN. | DON'T REGRET ANYTHING 
Do You? 


“if 


V4 


EY, THE! 
CEeEece' 
a 
é 
{ 


eCEE,TONI. HEY, 
THIS 13 Seer OF 
YOU GUYS. 


SO YOU KEEP y 
IN TOUCH . 


oe 


You BETTER. 

IF YOU DON'T, 1M. 
COMING AFTER YOU, 
C'MON, HON. 

om 

A 


f 7) 
Be | 
2 GM, |) 
! 
, 
) 
. Les 
é 5 


aru 


[ Leavina HOME. IS 
HARD, ISN'T IT? 


en BU 
OULD GET 
A MEDAL. 


DID Do IT 
THEY SH 
Mi 


IN TO A FIRM 
DOWNTOWN. 


mn 


" POLICE CONTINUE TO 
FORMATION.” 


DIPN’'T THROW 
A BLOCK PARTY. 


& BONNER. 
THE ONE WHO 
GOT OFFED IN 
THE HOOKERS 

PAD. 


cS 


Ou? You 
DON'T THINK 
SHE DID IT? 


= 
JUST SINCE 
A COUPLE WEEKS 
AGO. I'M NEW 
IN TOWN . 


, q 
I HEN, IE | GET IT, 
ll LL Buy You 
A DRINK TO 
CELEBRATE. 


OF RSE 
We BRE” 


OH, SWEETIE, 


UT | TOLD 


TO THE HOSPITAL. 
HERE LATER, HERE, I'LL 
TAKE HIM TILL THEN. 


[ No, THANKS. LOOK, IM S0RRY 
OF COURSE, WELL BE 


FOR RUNNING, BI 


M 


DD 
YOU WAN: 

SOME COFFEE, 

; fj 


o 

J 
wd 
= 
38 
ed 

5 
Lae 
no 
2 
eS 


HEY, LITTLE FELLA... 


WHO'LL BE EVEN HAPPIER. 


[ AND HERE'S SOMEBODY 
THAN We ARE. 


7 "4 
HES FAIRLY HEAYILY 
TRANQUILIZED, SO 
DONT BE SHOCKED IF WANTS 
HE SEOMS... TIRED. AFTERWARDS 


WILL YOu BE. 
HERE FOR A WHILE? 
. = 
) 2 5 
i) ) . 5 A. 7 
x 


(7 MARIA, HE DIDN'T EVEN NO, DARLING... RAS. 
400K At Me! HE JUST SAT OMAHA, THIS IS HE GOING To) 
THERE, AND NT Boy. DR. WINTER . 

TURN His , HARPLY. ex 7} 


{] Pp, ts 
be — § 


(AFTER The WAV You LEFT, 
NO NOTICE AT ALL? NOT 
VERY PROFESSIONAL. 


You'Re RIGHT. BUT | 
HAD AN OPPORTUNITY... 
| HAD To TAKE IT 
RIGHT AWAY. 


YYou'D HAVE 
DONE THE SAME. 


S0...wHAts ur? 
YOUR BIG SHOT BI 
FALL THROUGH, AND 
NOW YOU WANT, 
Your JOB BACK? 


. 


NOT AVERY warm \ 
GREETING. BUT THEN, 

1 GUESS | DON'T 
DESERVE ONE, 


HEY, LADY, 
WHATEVER SHIT You've 
STIRRED UP... 
| jee —_ 
Lan — 8 


if 
a 2 
OKAY, WERE EVE! 
ONE CHEAP SHOT 
Now, GET OUT. 
“A \n iF 


V 
IN... 
APIEC! 

yy |! SiGe 
‘Gea — 


NE 


ZZ | 
EB. 
ge} 

\a 

Nig 


| MEAN, | REA 
WANT YOU “To GIVE 
Me AHAND. 7 
Fr | 
p 
i 


‘4 


p 


HOW 90 You CHANGE THE COLORS 
Like iT? » JO SUIT YOURSELF, 
< OF COURSE. 


q 
CALL, | Ad, But AND TORE DIS@VSTING. 
EVERYTHINGS | SOMETHING...? SO EMPTY. THE DAMN Cops UP_WHAT A GREAT 

GREAT. \o THERE RUINED HALF OF MY CLOTHES THEY DION'T NUISANCE FOR 
SOMETHING WITH FINGERPRINT POWDER..] | FILCH, FROM YOU, TO HAVE 

THE REST. TO REPLACE 

A EVERYTHING... 


ABOUT THE 
CLOSETS THAT 
YOU DONT LIKE? 


BUT Stilt, You'LL l SHOP TO YOUR. \ 
HEART'S CONTENT. - 
{CAN'T HELP 


ENJOY HAVING AN 
"LU ARRANGE IT, SO 
WARDROBE, YOU NBED NOT WORRY BUT WONDER..WHY 
WON'T You? ABOUT MONEN. ARE YOU DOING AL 
THIS FOR ME 7 


OH, You , 
DASLING! 


'M JUST GOOD AT 
THE BASICS. 


MY DEAR, You KNOW THAT | HAVE BEEN ALONE 
\'M_A WEALTHY MAN. YOUR ; 
KEEP |S NEGLIGIBLE. AS es PROFESSIONALS, LIKE 
: Yoursetr, Have Been 
MY ONLY GUTLET, 


HMM. MAYBE 
My TASTES ARE 
MORE EXPENSIVE 
THAN YOU THINK. 


Your UNFORTUNATE Position] |/ THEN | MET You. 1 
AFTER BEING... INVOLVED WITH LIKED WHAT | SAW, NOT, 
THE LATE SENATOR... | SIMPLY JUST YOUR LOVELY ‘BoDY, LIKE THAT AROUND, BESIDES, 
SAW ITAS A WAY TO BUT YOUR FIERCENESS, WHY SHOULD You LIVE IN 
SATISFY MUTUAL < YOUR SPIRIT... DISCOMFORT, WHEN | CAN 
NEEDS. s PROVIDE THIS, SO EASILY? 


\'M SORRY. 1 KNow 1T \ 
IT JUST SEEMS 1S FOOLisH, 
HERE MoTINE, 


LIKE TI 
Mi 


BUT | HAVE 
UST BE GROWN 


UT | GIRLFRIEND 
SOMETHING % RATHER LIKE IT, OF MINE. 
ELSE You'RE FOND OF SHOPPING, 
AFTER. \ You. ALONE ISN'T 
ANY FUN. 


THATS No FUN. 
COME ON, IT'S TIME 
WE WENT OUT To LUNCH 
AND CAUGHT UP. / 


2 


NOTHI ICH. 
J Pl 
SQUEE! Wait 
FA 
OKAY. | 
Kurt DOESNT 
NEEO IT. RAB A 
LP AT. 
/ < 
A e 
=x J 


as 


f 
\ E 


=atag = 


2 
8 


V veau,metoo. \I7 uust poesn'r Y 
FINALLY CHECKED LOOK LIKE 


NO... HELL, | 
MUST'VE DRIVEN BY 


HAVE You 17 OUT, AND IT'S MUCH FROM 
EVER. BEEN HERE ITA MILLION TIMES. ) _=y TERRIFIC. HE OUTSIDE, 
BEFORE? Z HM ? 


RESKAURANT 


Hi, HEATHER. } 
THIS IS MY 
FRIEND OMAHA. 


N Fyou A 
PECAN, CUSTARD, CREAM PIES... 


NAME It, APPLE, CHERRY, ne WELL, 


LIF IN OF ALL, | HAD 
NOWHEREVILLE, 
SHORT 


ins 


. ANP SHE SAID, "THEY USED MAVBE You CAN 
To US COMNUNISTS. DON'T YoU GO. 
MIND WHAT THEY SAY, EITHER.” LADY. 


BACK FOR 
ANISIT, 
SOMETIME, 


[ anywas OKAY, $0 You | 
1 TOLD LIVED LIKE A 
SHE HAI ‘NUN, THERS. 
GIRLFRI 50 WHATS... 

Ky 
KLIN YZ 
\ 7 


y, 
you 
DA 
NEND. 
) 
yee 


[ Not... EXACTLY LIKE A 
NUN. THERE WAS THIS GUY. 


WHEN DID You 
TURN INTO SUCH A 
PRUDE? THIS 1S 

ME, REMEMBER? 


Swat SY; OKAY, 
SUBJECT? 4 BAH, HE WAS. Hl 
4 VERY. 
»> 


THE ONLY THING WAS... AND You'RE 

AFTERWARDS, I'D ALWAYS. JUST NOT A 

END UP THINKING OF CHUCK. QUICK-CHANGE 
ARTIST. 


WELL, APTER ALL, 
IT HADN'T BEEN 
THAT LONG. 


Vino. ttHink, IN ANY 
COUPLE, ONE IS ALWAYS 
LOVE THAN 
& OTHER 


THAT'S MY EXPERIENCE, ANYWAY. JACK ++ BAD EXAMPLE. 
WAS MORE IN LOVE WITH You THAN OKAY, TAKE KURT 
YOU WERE WITH HIM, You'Re 1. IN OUR. 
MORE IN LOVE WITH... ‘ 


By You KNOW... "ANOTHER PRETTY THEORY 
1M Not SURE | TO HELL. COMI 
EVER HAVE BEEN. q 


THANKS FOR LETTING 
— US USE THE CAR. \'D 
BETTER CALL A CAB. 


To WORK AT 
ALL TOPAY 7, 


DONT BOTHER. 
\ CAN TAKE 


So, ALL THIS IS TURNING OUT 10 BEA 
CAUGHT UP ON PRET CUSHY GIG YOUVE Gor. 
Gossip? —p-= 


| JUST WONDER IF 
THERE'S ANY POINT 
IN MY GOING TO 
SEE HIM AT ALL 


Hey, ARE YoU. Wt | Kurt, IVE BeeN GOING To Ste 
OKAY? YOU SEEM HIM FOR THREE DAYS NOW, AND 
HE DOESN'T EVEN AcT LIKE 
'M THERE 


HE SHouD 

Be BRIGHTER, 

NOW HES OFF 
ARAN 


BUT ARE YOU REALLY His 
FRIEND ? DO YOU WANT 

BE THERE FOR HIM, 
Den WHEN IT DOESNT 
GIVE YOU ANYTHING 7 


\/ wew...1 avess, ) { wHat THE AELE DO You MEAN 
THEN. Aig TiMe BY THAT? OF COURSE | AM 


_ A THe Licks — 
GREEN, Kerf 
Si YA 


HEY, | WAS PROBABLY 
OUT OF LINE THERE. 
IF YOD DON'T... 


i 
T_MARY'S HOSPITAL || 


BH NS 


SuRE 

ARE YOU GOING 

TO _McARTHUR'S 
FAREWELL 


TO BE CONTINUED... 


2CouGH & 


RIGHT NOW | Don’ 


UT, JUST SO | 


fey 
Sui 
GACK( 


IRVIVE \v. 


7 
YEAH, | KNOW. 
THE STUFF'S AWFUL. 
OOP, TIME’S UP. 


| HOPE CHUCK DOESNT 
MINP A WOMAN WHO 

SMELLS LIKE A TOXIC 
WASTE DUMP. 


or 
ITS GOTTA BE BETTER THAN 
JUMPING EVERY TIME HE 
SEES YOU. 


YEAH. HE TOLD 

Mé THE OTHER DAY 
IT WAS LIKB A 
SOAP OPERA 


SAME ACTRESS 
TO PLAY THE 
EVIL TWIN ? 


YEAH, IT DOES. 
We MAY HAVE TO 
TOUCH IT UP A 
LITTLE TILL YOU'RE 
GROWN OUT, 


BUT STi... 


2C166LES WELL, WHAT 
YOU DIP_TO YOUR HAIR 
WAS BVIL ENOUGH. 


DON'T WORRY, CAM, I'LL 
EN: THE STRIPES 


CALL WHI 
START TO SHOW. 


LKNOW. Y NexrTime You | 
GET AN IDBA 


7 
AND YOU ANP YOUR, | OF COURSE. NOW THAT 

LADY FRIEND ARE 4 THIS PERIOD OF SUCH 

TREMENDOUS STRESS 


NOT REALLY. DOING ALL RIGHT. | 
1S OVER. 


| Fee 
S0L1p, NOW. ( ; 
THANKS To You. | LAS : } ITU Sure BE 
: GREAT TO GET BACK 
al “fo NORMAL LIFE. 


q YEAH. THERES STILL SOME 


STUFF WE HAVE TO WORK THROUGH, 
BUT_WE'VE AGREED THAT (TLL 
PROBABLY SHAK DOWN. 


A YOUNG coupe in Your | [ Year, WeLL, A LITTLE \V You KNOW, | 
POSITION CAN PRETTY DON'T THINK THE: 


WHATEVER 
"NORMAL" |S FOR MUCH DEFINE THAT 
US, ANYWAY. HOWEVER YOU WANT. 


You HAVE THAT MAYBE OMAHAD YS 
MAGNIFICENT NOT GO LIKE THAT. SHE CERTAINLY 
AHEAD AND } ALWAYS DID LIKE 
, | | To THROW PARTIES. 


6 I'M REALLY SURPRISED \/ WHY? DIDN'T. 
To HAVE IT JUST COME SPOTZ TELL YOU 
THROUGH LIKE THAT, YOU'D GET ONE OF 

WITHOUT A FIGHT. THE NON-RENEWALS ? 


50 YOU'RE GETTING 
THE LIQUOR LICENSE 
AFTER THE FIRST? 


Si 
7 J 
OF COURSE YOU KNOW SPOTZ 


ANP THE COUNCIL ALL HAVE 
THEIR FINGERS IN THAT PIE 


OUR GOOD MAYOR HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN GOOD AT BENDING TO 
THE PREVAILING WIND. 


7 
YEAH, BUT THAT WAS BEFORE 
WE STARTED OUR NOBLE CAUSE. 


MM-HM. AND IM Not 
SURE WHOS BLOWING 
HIM Now. 


| DIDN'T KNOW IT, 
BUT | FIGURED IT WAS 
SAFE TO ASSUME IT. 


f EVEN THOUGH THE REMODELING 
AND ALL IS NEARLY DONE 7 


NOT FOR A COUPLE 
OF MONTHS. I'LL 
ANNOUNCE RIGHT 


YEAH, FOR TWO REASONS. 
ONG, THERE'S STILL A TON 
OF WORK To Do TOWARDS 
SETTING UP THE BUSINESS, 
SUPPLIERS AND SUCH. 


NoT To 
MENTION 
TRAINING 
EMPLOYEES. 


J 
AND THATLL GIVE JUST ENOUGH 
“TIME TO START AN AD CAMPAIGN, 
GET PEOPLE EXCITED ABOUT IT. 


| JUST CAN'T SEEM 

TO REMEMBER THAT 

YOU STARTEP OUT AS 
JUST A FLACK. 


\ THINK IT WAS PRETTY... 
SELFLESS OF YOU TO BACK 
THE DRIVE TO SAVE "A" BLOCK, 
CONSIDERING. 


[ PRopaBLN BECAUSE 


YOU'RE 50 CLOSE 
TO BEING HONEST, 
SOMETIMES. 


JUST BALANCING MY 
PRIORITIES. | WANT To 
KEEP THE BAND HAPPY 
“CAUSE | WANT To USE 
THEM AS A DRAW. 


7 
AND | WANT TO KEEP You OH, ALWAYS. 
AND CHUCK AND OMAHA HEY, | GOTTA RUN. 


HAPPY, ‘CAUSE YOU'VE VL GIVE You A 
GOT Money. CA 


ALWAYS: 
PRAGMATIC. 


LET M& KNOW 
WHEN TO REPORT 
FOR DUTY. 


Ay 


\ KNoW, | 


+ AND SO YOU MADE A LITTLE. ' , 
WITHDRAWAL FROM MY Box. COMMISSIONED YOU NEVER “THOUGHT OF 
THEM, GOT ACHANCE | | THAT. HERE. 

TO PAY ME, 


REMEMBER? 

WELW, NOW... AFTER, 

ALL, THOSE PICTURES 
REALLY ARE MY 


— I 7 5 
HEY, I'VE FALLEN INTO A SWEET HONESTLY, | DONT CARE. HELL, 
\'UL GET YOU PHOTO CREDIT 
'F YOU WANT. 


SET-UP. | LIKE TO SHARE GOOD 
FORTUNE WITH MY FRIENDS. 


HOLY SHIT! Jo, I'M \) 
VAIN, BUT NOBODY'S 
THIS GOOD. 


AND YOU FIGURE I'LL 
BE QUIET, OF COURSE. 


\ DON'T KNow YOu CAN'T REALLY MEAN | / 1 SBE... YOU WANT A SCANDAL, 
Yer. 1M YOU INTEND TO PUBLISH LIKE WHATSERNAME THAT 
LOOKING AT THAT SHIT/ WAS SCREWING THE 
ALL THE A | TELEVANGELIST. 
OPTIONS. 


(if WAYBE 
(/ SOMETHING 
ll LiKe. 
" THAT. 


1 
You pont NI way shou 
THINK YOUR. " 
NEW FRIEND f| 
WILL 


MIND? 


J 

f AS FOR LEGAL DANGER, I'M 
MEETING WITH MY VERY 
GOOD LAWYER TO GO OVER THAT, 


[iva JUST WORRIED ABOUT 

YOU GETTING YOURSELF 

IN EVEN DEEPER SHIT 
THAN YOU ARE NOW. 


THAT SHOULD BE 
AN INTERESTING 
MEETING. 


HONEY, 1'M OUT OF 
THE SHIT AND IN 
THE CLOVER. 


ANYWAY, ENJOY THE Bucks, \ HEY, GREAT. Corres. sior.] 
SPEAKING OF NEW FRIENDS. WHERE'D YOU We KEPT 
MADE ANY INTERESTING MEET HIM? / BUMPING 


ONES, LATELY 7 INTO EACH 
OTHER... 


WELL, AS A MATIER 
OF FACT, IVE GOT A 
DATE THIS WEEKEND. 


OKAY, FUR SLUG 
SUST LET ME PUT 
MV STUFF DOWN. /M@ 


Y Not As GLAD AS HE WAS 
TO 58 You, \LL BET. He 
MISSED YOU TERRIBLY. 


7 vey, | vont want to, 


RUSH ANYTHING, OKAY? 
ME PERFECT, 


[ Yean. HEY, HOW ABOUT A 
REAL WELCOME-HOME HUG . 


WELL GIVE THINGS 
A CHANCE TO GET 
BACK TO NORMAL. 


50 Le1S Do IT TOGETHER. | 
\F_ YOU STILL WANT TO, 
OF COURSE. 


Ou, 
LOLLIPOP, | 
REALLY DO’ 


HMpPH/ 
WHATEVER 
THAT 


MY SHRINK POINTED 


OUT THAT YO! 


[ we've Gor A Lot OF TALKING 


TO PO, \ KNOW. BUT, REALLY, 
15 GONNA BE DIFFERENT, BABY, 


| acer es | 
OH, IT WAS OFFERED. | 
JUST COULDN'T FACE ONE 
MORE HOSPITAL MEAL. 
ANYWAY, I'M STARVED. 


MM. YEP, 
THATS NORMAL. 
ENOUGH. 


Lets Just 
GO OUT, 
FOR NOW. 


U AND | COULD 
DEFINE “NORMAL” PRETTY MUCH 
ANY WAY WE WANTED. 


THATS AN 
ah ead 


ANYWAY, AS FOR GETTING 
BACK TO NORMAL ... HOW'S. 
ABOUT W& EAT SOMETHING 
\ HAVEN'T EATEN ALL DAY. 


THERE'S THIS PLACE POWN 
THE STREET THAT SHELLEY FOUND. 


ANYTHING 
YOU SAY. JUST 
LET ME PUT 
SQUIRMY HERE 

BACK IN 
HIS CAGE. 


ANYINAY, EVEN IF | HAD 
HER ADDRESS, | COULDNT 
GIVE IT To You. CLIENT 

‘PROTECTION, YOU KNOW. 


FRANKLY, 1 WISH | HAD 
GIRUS REALLY SOMETHING, 


"4 
THING IS, THEYRE ON TOUR 
WON'T BE BACK TILL JUST 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS . 


ANYWAY, THANKS FO} 
LP, 


WASH UP, YOU 
CAN TELL ME. 
ABOUT IT OVER 


MAN, | DON'T 
FEEL LIKE IVE r 
HAD ANY suceP | | 


[im M SUPPOSED To B 
SHAUN UP IN THE OnE VAN. 


HEY, DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT IT, BOB, I'LL 
GO WITH HIM, 


LIAS GANG, 
IF WE GET’A Move, ON, 
WE'LL HAVE. PLENTY 01 

TIME ToNRest BEPORE 


'D NEVER, 
ANYWHERE. 


ID'‘NE THOUGHT THIS 
WEEKEND WOULD'VE 
IMPROVED YouR. 
PER. 


WHADDYA 
MEAN? 


ALL THE CHICKS 
HANGING: 


WITH AT. 
LEAST ONE 
NOTABLE 
EXCEPTION 


EXPECT? You've BEEN 


THE WHOLE TOUR, ANZ 
FLIRTING WITH EVERY 
WOMAN IN SIGHT. 


HONEY, | 70, REALLY. 

| COULD SHOW YOU THAT 
BETTER, MAYBE, IF YOu'D 
CUT M& SOME SLACK. 


WHAT ON BARTH DO YOU Y 


| caren 

AT LEAST 
ALL I'VE 
BEEN 
DOING IS 
FLIRTING. 


WHAT THE 
FUCK VO YoU 
WANT ME TO. 
po? |\' 


YOU SCREW UP, 
BUT_I'M SUPPOSED 


NO, PAMMIT... ™~ 
1 JUST WANT SOME 
SIGN THAT YOU 
CARE WHETHER WE 

BO OR NOT 


7 
WRAT'M 1. 
SUPPOSED To 


/~ AND tS sust GREAT 
GETTING UP ON STAGE WITH 
YOU EVERY NIGHT, WITH 
YOu UKE THIS. 


HEY, ITS NOT 
BEING ANY PICNIC 
FOR ME, EITHER. 


JEEZ, | HOPE THIS 
DOSN'T BITCH UP THE 
NEXT LEG OF THE TOUR 


« WHILE YOU TREAT ME 


1'M CONTRITE, FOR CHRISSAKE! ve Wi 
LIKE SHIT IN FRONT OF 


BUT | PONT THINK THAT GIVES A 
EVERY BODY ELSE. THATS 


YOU THE RIGHT TO PLAY 
CASANOVA IN FRONT OF ME... GETTING REALLY OLD, PAL. 


LOOK, CAN WE NOT WHAT THE 
HELL IS GOING 


FIGHT AZZ THE WAY 
TO CHICAGO? ON WITH THE 
“TWO OF THEM, 
ANYWAY 7? 


| JUST HOPE WE 

CAN FINISH JA/S TRIP 

WITHOUT THEM KILLING 
BACH OTHER 


HEY, |'M STILL GETTING 
FROM UNGER THAT DOPE, 
REMEMBER | JUST Ki Pore, 
[santos ans Out 


[ ARE YoU COMING 
To BED TONIGHT? > 


7 OU! | Wile KINDA 
Bee ee 


ERE TRYING 

\ ae BE CON: Spent 

: tas We 
; ) 


Hil) Tl 
lo 


iH, BABY.,. THERE'S 
NoBoBy Like eRe 


Ji 


i | i 


nn 


7 
| 


aways cer 1 (77 1) wasn You V7, 
“THAT WAY FOR You, IN ME Now, Z L 
BABY. REMEMBER? CAGE... 


a 


PUT IN \ HI, EVERYBODY. 
YOUR COIN, SORRY 1M S0 LATE. 
UNCLE MIKE. 2 7 

| al 
TW | 


P tor ALL RIGHT, JUPITH. )| UL ea HERE, YOURE GOING | 
HERB, Let Me TAKE é = ITAL, 
YOUR COAT. = 


WHILE. | Get YOUR’ 
AUNT SOME DINNER . 


V Pictures oF Hee SHE HAS. 
“A-TETE PICTURES? 
GEVALT/ 


YER. PRETTY 
SMARMY ONES, 
Too. 


BUNDLE FOR THE CHANCE. 


WHAT A WORLD... 
30, WHAT DID YOU 
TELL HER 7 


Sweetie, 
"REAZON” AND, 


OH, UKE THEY? BE 
ANYTHING ELE. GOP, 


WOULD MEBOD’ 
REALLY PUBLISH THEM 7. 


T° “4 
SWEETHEART, SOME BIG PORN \'LL HAVE To RESEARCH IT, 
MAG WOULD PROBABLY PAY A pats TALK TO A COUPLE 
F PEOPLE. | SPENT MOST 
oF THE TIME TRYING TO 
TALK HER OUT OF IT. 


nt 
\S GOING To 


Lavo AN 


| MEAN, SHES NOT REALLY 
out OF THE Woors 

ON THE MURDER CHARGES. 
BUT SHE THINKS THIS WONT 
KE ANY DIFFERENCE. 


"4 
WHAT ARE YOU - — DO YOU REALIZE 
THINKING, SWEENE? ITS ONLY TWO 
YOU LOOK PENSIVE. WEEKS TILL 
° i 


CHRISTMAS ? 


WELL, WE CAN JUST HAVE A 
REAL LOW-KEY ONE, | GUESS, 


HELL, WHY SHOULD 
WE? WERE NOT 
BROKE, JUST LATE. 


HONEY, MY LIFE 
HAS BEEN FAR 

TOO QUIET, ANP 
TOO LONELY. 
I'LL ENJOY IT. 


wees wcmnaere | 
‘YOU KNOW, WHILE 1 TOLD You, IT ; 
Bae Planner || SPNertave™: | | auzieoe 
INNING INT HAVE 
PARTY, 1 YOURE eu GORGEOUS. 


STILL GAME. Vo RIGHT Now, 


ANYWAY. 


11'S susT 


bi CAUSE | DONT 
RUINOUSLY HAVE A CHAIR 
i HANDY. 


EXPENSIVE 
DRESS. 


JUST BE 
TLE BIT. 


f NO, JUST |F YOU GUYS 
WERE PLANNING TO 


SAY, WE WERE 
OUST TALKING 
ABOUT THAT. 


LETS CHECK 
IN WI 


CHRISTMAS TREE 
TROLLING. CHECK OUT 
THE "Y" LOT. 


| i] 


['S0\ou coup Gert Your tree \| 
AT THE SAME TIME. KILL TWo 
TREES WITH ONE STONE 


WOULD THAT BE 
OKAY WITH 
YOU, HON? 


MAYBE WE SHOULD WAIT 
UNTIL AFTER WE Do SOME 
SHOPPING, THOUGH 


V " 
HuH! 1'Ve PICKED 


SURE, HONEY. | MEAN, | 
REALLY CAN'T ANYWAY, GIVE 
YOU A CHANCE To SHOW YOUR, 
TREE PICKING ABILITIES. 


HONEY, FIRST GET THE 
REE, THEN THE STUFF 
JO PUT UNDER IT. 


| MEAN, Vo We HAVE LIGHTS WHEN HETOOK KURT, THATS 
AND ORNAMENTS AN? STUFF 7 RE OF OUR WHAT PROBABLY 
STUFF, CHARLIE | HALF OF THE 
H, BOXES IN THI 


P 
GREAT! WELL Se@ YOU A 
LITTLE LATER, THEN. 


r— 4 

OKAY, BUT | SHOULD PROBABLY 
PICK UP CARDS WHILE WE'RE 
OUT, \F WE WANT “TO SEND ANY, 


HEY, MAYBE WE COULD GET ROB To 
TAKE A PICTURE OF US AL. 

a < 
n 0 


9 


WELL, THERE GOES 
THE HOMEMADE CARD 
TRAPITION. 


90 


92 


AWRIGHT, 
CUT THE’ 
CLOWNING. 


SPY " X-MAS," EVERYBODY. 


ey J" TO BE CONTINUED... |\* 


\ 


1S THAT... 
HEY, TRAY. 


_ CHIEF 7 
WHAT'RE YOU DOING 
STILL HERE? 


YEAH, | KNOW. | US@TA HAVE 
ONE A’ THOSE, TOO. TAKE OFF. 


OR WHATEVER. 
DONT KNOW THAT THEYLL 
HAVE ANYTHING MORE 
THAN SPECULATION, 

EATHER. 


[ Bur MABE IF Laer 


ENOUGH FUZZY STUFF 
TOGETHER, ITLL MAKE 
A SOLID CASE. 


BUT... THE CLERK LL 
PUT IT INTHE BASKET. NO 
NEED FOR YOu To BE 


| HERE CHRISTMAS EVE 


7 
VW WELL, SINCE 
You. Loose 


GEE, 7 LIKE TO, 
BUT | GOTTA GET BACK. 
THE FAMILY, Y'KNOW. 


TIT 


Ct a oe 
uBio ee 
<< ee Z 


=e ; 
So You ARE. WANNA LENS JUST PRETEND 
MEET ME UNDER THE IT’S ON THE 
MISTLETOE 7 HEADBOARD, 


| SALRIGHT. 
}||] TM RIGHT... 
ul (TH 


BEFORE | FORGET...THANKS For | | So Now | surrose You want | [ 1 THouaHT wep 
COMING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. A FANCY CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST. CONTINUE OUR 
a MOWAT? TRADITION . 
WU TPL 


my 


2D twa 


le A Up 
11S ALWAYS: EN SOON. BUT UNLESS YY’ 
BEST PLACE TO COME. ES YOU'RE STARVING... 


\'M SURPRISED 

YOU'D FORGET 

WE DID STOCKINGS, 
IN BED. 


Hey! A WHOLE BOY, 
OF THE GOOD PENCILS / 


nye TA Va a | SO | SPLURGED... 000/ 
WAAL! 
{III 


SO DID You/ 


HU 


= 
SAME AS EVER. NO MATTER HOW AND Do You KNOW HOW HARD 


GOD, LINDT, BROKE We WERE, YOU'D ALWAYS. IT WAS To HIDE CHOCOLATE — 
GHIRADELLI... HAVE MY FAVORITES FOR ME. FROM YOU — IN THAT DINKY 


PLACE WE HAD? 
I'p SAVe AND SHOP 


FOR WEEKS JUST FOR 
“THOSE CANDY BARS. 


Tl 


| NEVER KNEW HOW 
YOU DID IT.” HEY, 
A NEW FUZZY. 


TANGERINE, 
YOU MEAN? 


AWFUL 
KEYCHAIN, 
FoR MY 
COLLECTION. 


[ WHEN You -ToLp Me Waar You ] 


WERE GIVING MOTHER, | 
“THOUGHT OF THIS. OF COURSE... 
YOU KNOW I'D RATHER. 
HAVE GIVEN YOU A RING, 


MAYBE | CAN CHANGE YouR. 
MIND BY VALENTINES DAY, HUH? 


MM, COULD BE. 
‘SPECIALLY IF YOU 
KEEP SPOILING ME 

UKE THis. 


WELL, | EXPECT YOU To SHOW 
ALL YOUR FRIENDS HOW 
NICELY SPOILT You ARE 
WITH ME. 


WHAT CAN 
) SAY? RUNS 
IN THE 
FAMILY. 


} ONLY HOPE THEYRE 

ALL HAVING AS NICE A 

CHRISTMAS MORNING 
AS 1 AM... 


mW 


GIP hdZ 


LAL AIL 


A 


/ ow, MY CHILD... | NEVER Y on, , \Il : [ WHEN | Gor YOUR MESSAGE, 
THoOvaHT To See Your. iii | | COULD SCARCELY BELIEVE. 
I. LOVELY FACE AGAIN. FIND ME? 


| Uy) LL 


mf 
aia 

= TT re (inn 

Ti My) WH iil" 
ARS Hi l A fl 
1 =» 
| | < 
| S 
} 


1 
ily y 


= 
é HEY, RIKKIS HAPPY CHEISTMAS 
7b You, Too, 


THE 

JONAL LY REJECTS: 

INCH, AND WE ALL JUST 
TO CALL ANP TEL! 

YOU WE MISSED You. 


FRIENDS OF MINE IN 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


° I, 
THATS WHAT You THINK. Sf _\ WAS 
THAT CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH THINKING: 

MY HEAD. MORE OF 
MYSELF 


AS THE 
PRESENT, 


( \ MiSS You GUYS, Too, 


SAY HI To BVERYBODY 
FOR ME. 


| AM SorRY 
TO BRING YOu 
SUCH SAD NEWS. 


POOR SEBASTIAN. | 
AM GLAD To KNow, 
‘THOUGH, THAT HE 
WAS NOT ILL LONG. 


ANP TRY AND OBTAIN \I| P tHeee Is A 
YOUR FORGIVENESS. 


| ABANDONED MY 
CHILDREN... ANP 


NOT, IF YOU CAN MY GRANDSON. 


FORGIVE ME? 


MAVBE...WE CAN 
|| LEARN TO BECOME 
uA FAMILY. 


102 


mn 


XNES, A BLESSING. You 
SEE, THOUGH, THAT 
AFTER HIS... FRIEND... 
BROUGHT ME THAT 


mM Wil 
ui 


THAT 1S_WHAT | 
HOPE. FOR NOW... 
MAY | GET YOu 
ANOTHER RINK 7 


HE... BEAST, WHO HAD 
DESTROYED OUR FAMILY, 
WAS HIMSELF DESTROYED. 
THERE WAS NOTHING 
LEPT FOR ME...BUT TO 
RY AND SALVAGE 
WHAT 1 COULP. 


yy 


\'M QUITE CAPABLE. 
PLEASE, ALLOW ME 
MY FEEBLE GESTURE. 


1 THovaHT MAYBE We COULD PLAY SOME BRIDGE 


OH, MOM, | CA! 
I'VE GOT To GET 
HOME EARLY, 


NO, SHE WONT. SETTING 
UP YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
“TAK TA HOUT 


A LOTTA HOURS. 
YOU KNOW THAT, VAD. 4 


SANG 


|e 


|} 


i 
! 


"4 
“NIGHT, MOM... 
ALEX. MERRY 

CHRISTMAS. 


[ YEAH... UH-HUH. WeLL, 
WELL SEE YOU THEN. 
“THANKS FOR CALLING. 


WELL, You CAN TAKE OVER 

PHONE DUTY, NOW. OTHERWISE 
KURT AND SHELLEY AND YOUR 
MOTHER WONT GET DINNER. 


RELAX. WE WENT THROUGH THE 
WHOLE ROLADEX, REMEMBER? 
AND | DOUBLE ‘CHECKED MY 
ADDRESS BOOK, JUST IN CASE. 


( XEAH, BUT MAYBE THERE 


WERE SOME IN MINE... 


[ sveve - THe Guy From 
THE VIDEO ?~ CALLING 


TO RSVP THE PARTY. AND STAYED IN BED7 


(at LEAST A POZEN...You 
MEAN YOU HEARD THEM, 


GOTTA CATCH UPON 
MY SLEEP, WITH FOLKS 
COMING OVER TONIGHT. 


THAT WHAT 
ALL THE CALLS 
HAVE BEEN? 


AND We'LL 1 WONDER 


UNPLUG THE. le ITH BE 
PHONES THIS LIKE THIS 
EVENING, SO ALL WEEK? 


IT WONT KEEP. 
INTERRUPTING. 


OH, 1 DID THAT, Too. 
RUST ME... EVERYBODY 
I 1S COVEREV. 


r Ve fF \ 
60 WHAT I'M NoT sure. | | WHAT BLS! \V/ HEY, 1M. 
DOES OLD SOMETHING 

POTTY AS! WITH"A® BLOCK, 
, GOTTEN INTO 
TIME? = i 
- TRING l= 
i = 


, SMOLTZ. SIDPOWN | 
15 AS QUICK AS | 
GO, JORGENSON . 


V 
IF HE LIKES THAT NICE 
PADDED CHAIR, HE WILL. 
BUT | WANT US TO Bi 
READY To GO THE MINUTE 
THE WAY 1S CLEARED. 


TEL TH 

Jo BE ON-Srn@ WITH THE 
DEMOLITION, THE DAY BEFORE 
THE HEARING. WEVE BLOWN 
ENOUGH TIME AS IT IS. 


7 
IG_ CONTRACTORS 


ANB vost Gorren tHe TIP. 


AT JUDGE BEAUFORD WILL. 
TT! ON THE CASE. 
WEEKS. 


[1 KNOW 1S Nor LIKELY... 
BUT WHAT IF HE TAKES 
THE PROTESTERS’ SIDE 7 


NT WORRY. WENE GOT 
HE CONTINGENCIES 
COVERED. 


Dor 


HUCK MM-BM. THE ‘ou, no. Just \ 

CERTAINLY | HOLIDAYS SEEM NORMALLY HAPPY. 
REALY WELL, MAYBE A 

? }| Lintle More THAN 

THAT. HAVING MONEY 
AND ALL. HE'S. 


/ Well, ITS No. | STILL 
NOT QUITE WISH 1 HAD 


ANOTHER G1ET? ) 
BUT You ALREADY... 


THIS ISN'T A GIFT, 
EXACTLY. MORE OF A... 
RN. SOMETHIN 


RETURN. tL 
CHARUE GAVE ME. 


IM) [ete te was some Kino 


AUL RIGHT To 
}\ TELL HIM ABOUT 
MY... NEWS. 


HOW COULD You? 
ANYWAY, FIRST, I'VE 
GoT_A surprise 
FoR You- 


OF HEIRLOOM... THEN | SA\ 
THE PICTURE, AT YOUR HOUSE. 


e Pow po You. jj | 
WITH THAT DRESS. LIKE OMARAS 
LET'S PUT ITON. LITTLE, More 
7 SURPRISE? Ail THAN | 
MTT CAN SAY. 
CON 
‘ ay , 


wy, nif 


i 
HK) 3 

lo wy...? wy ves. A 
WHATSISNAME? HECTOR, 
ELANDOS. 


\ 


\[ Bo NOU THINK . 
(Hh HEP LIKE To COME 
IN To A PARTY? 


“4 
50 THE RISVIPS HAVE 
BEEN COMING IN FAST AND 
FURIOUS, HUH ? 


YEAH. THEY WERE KINDA 
SURPRISED. THOUGHT MORE 
PEOPLE'D HAVE THEIR. NEW 

YEAR'S PLANS MADE. 


|| 
OTA UR 
iy | i} 


IN THE NEW, 
AS IT WERE. 


OR BLEW ALL 
THEIR BUCKS AT 
CHRISTMAS. 
50 SOMEBODY 
ELSE PAYING 
FOR THE BASH 
SOUNDS GOOD. 


MORE ENERGY 
THAN THEY 
EXPECTED. 


| Get To 
MEET THE 
COMPETITION 
AX LAST, HUH? 
IN A Nice 
SOCIAL 
SETTING, 
OF COURSE. 


HUH! 1'M 
SURPRISED: 
THAT YOU'RE 
SURPRISED. 

y 


ATS 
SURPRISINGLY 
CYNICAL OF 

YOu, MR. 

HUDDLE. 


EITHER. KURT, 
1 THOUGHT YOO 
WERE OKAY ON 

ME AND 
MICKEY. 


$0 WHAT ABOUT 
YOUR FRIEND 
MICKEY? SURELY 
SHE WAS ON 
YOUR SECTION 
OF THE GUEST 
List. 


7 
OH, So You've 
CHANGED YOUR 


GONNA GIVE 
Me SHIT 
ABOUT IT. 


5 
SS A STRAIGHTFORWARD 
(tial ee 
: aS 


WITH THE 


SNIPING, /| 
HUR? 74) 


Sol 
SUPPOSE YOU 
WANT ME TO. 
QUIT SEEING 
MICKEY. 


MAVBE | JUST NEED 
TO SER THAT SHE'S 


\_GOOP ENOUGH FOR YOU. 


V 
WELL, THAT 
WASN'T Too 
GRUESOME 


YOUR FOLKS 
ARE ALWANS 
GREAT. 


How ABout YEAH. iM NoT 


TOO SURE HOW. 
ABOUT 


YOU FEEL. 
Me, THOUGH 


MAYBE You 
COULD WEAR 
THEM TO 
CHUCK AND 


Y 
AW, CMON. 


BEATS THe HECK OUT OF MINE, | 


ALA AGKING IF ave GEN 

Pp 15 “NONSE} VAN 

TAKEN THE CIVIL SER (CE KAM Yer, 
Pr <j 


“TRUE. (IM GONNA 
BITe YOUR DAD 


[ Look... ve BEEN 


A JERK, | 
KNOW. | DONT KNOW WHY, | 
JUST HAD A LOT OF 
TROUBLE WITH IT. 


- - . 
Vievou VV vove to. THEN | 
COULD _SHOW OFF 
MY SWEETIE'’S 
GOoD TASTE. 


WHERE MY FOLKS 
AUNAYS AcT A 
LITTLE ASHAMED 
OF MY NICE 
BAN 


KER fo) 
BROTHER. pis 


Tisez 


JERRY? 175 ROB. 
SORRY | DIONT GET 
BACK TO YOU SCONER, 


| WAS WONDERING IF You'D 


ABOUT THE CLUB? | | LIKE TO DO THE PHOTOS 
TO YO.» WELL BE FOR THE BROCHURE. 
WHATS OPENING = 
ve? PRETTY SOON. 


ae 


( 
S. 
IeVER TURN DOWN) f 
WORK, THATS My 
OTTO, 4 
I 


HANG ON. WE'LL 
REVIVE THAT 
HOLIDAY SPIRIT, 


[7 
HEY, No Bie. WHAT wo 
THE HOLIDANS AND ALL,,, 
GREETINGS OF THE GEASON, 
BY THE WAY, 


Fr «< 


GREAT. LETS SET UP A 
MEET AFTER THE FIRST, 
TALK ABOUT IT. 


MERRY Little Cues 
=o 
an 


te 
GC Wave YOURSELF 


ABOUT HOW You'D EXPECT... 
DUES PAYING, | GUESS. 
ANYWAY, | GOT THIS 
INVITATION IN THE MAIL... 


r IG 
N Pno, we peciver to ver it \ (/_new, rr Be arear 
SLIDE. | DUNNO ABOUT THE “TO HAVE SOMEONE TO DUMP 
OTHERS, BUT | THOUGHT ID GO. “EM ON, WHO WAGN'T-THERE. 
V BUT THERES SOMETHING... A 


GREAT! 1 LOOK 
FORNARD TO HEARING 
YOUR WAR STORES. 


HMM, | WONDER IF 
LP TELL HER AT 


i IV werner. Some avr wiv 
THe PARTY OR 


CLAIMS To HAVE A REALLY 

GO00P REASON FOR GETTING 
HOLD OF HER. Gb¥'S 

NAME Is JOPLIN. 


YEAH. SEE, 1 GOT THIS CALL FROM 
A GUY, Hé GOT MY NUMBER. 


Alolo[o TES 


VY) sevieve.. ir 1s Me 
THEY ARE COMING TO 
See, THIS TIME. 


\ [1 wonver ORANYONE \ 
We THEY. ELSE FROM 


ROR 


> 
uN 4 


HEY, ee SPENPER. 
HOW'YA DOIN’? 


I'LL Buy. 
SPEND SOME OF 
THA 


eo 


i : 
ZG) 
y 
cf 
ne v1 |i 
aa y i 
r 3 — een 
THERE WAS A NOTE... SAID as “ 
N HAP ACCOMMOPATIONS WANNA 
ER OuT OF TOWN GUESTS. | fame CARPOOL? 
| = SN 
1 I \ g 
+ i 9 to A. | 
/ IL § i Bese 4 ee 
be rial 
= / z 


Z\ 


4 FOR Now, THOUGH, I'M 
TRYING TO GET ALLTH 
GOOD NUTRITION | CAN. 


[ You sHouiVe Ler 
Me MAKE SUPPER. 


THERE'S PLENTY OF 
Me FoR HAT, LATER, 


IM 100 BI 
GET IN THE KITCHEN, 


\ 


ie 


V sir DOWN, 
HONEY. You 
LOOK 
BUSHED. 
3 


[ ARE You EVER GONNA : 
FORGINE ME FOR BLOWIN 
THE JUNE WEDDING 7 


PGIGGLE * 
HEN, IS THIS 
ANY WAY TO. FORGOTTEN 
TREAT A HOW YOU GOT BRIDE-TO- BE, = 
THIS WAY. ISNT IT? 


OH, WE COULD SnLL 
HAVE ONE, | GUESS. IF 


WOULDNT BLAME JUST SO 
YOU WERE. | LONG AS YouR 

SHOULDN'T HAVE DRAGGED jOT - EX 

MY Feet ALLTHIS TIME. DOESN'T PRAG 


l 'm Sure Se won't, once 
SHE GETS THE M B. 
HELL PROBABLY BE 


WELL, | HATE To 
MAKE SOME LAWYEI 
RICH WHEN WE’RE 
GONNA NEED ALL 
WE.CAN SCRAPE 

TOGETHER . 


| DUNNO. IT SEEMETO 
BE AWFULLY HARP To 
GET THROUGH To HER - 


BuT You HATE 
TO SPEND THE 
MONEN IF You 
DON'T HAVE TO, 
| KNOW. 


YAH. ‘COURSE, ~ 
IF WE DONT GET 
MARRIEP AT ALL, 

CAN GET 


i 
WELFARE. 


REASONABLE, HELL! 1 CAN | 
ELL SUPPORT MY OW! 
1D. AND MN OWN WIFE. 


(Ye! You THINK 


1 DON'T WANT TO 
MARRY You 7 


WHATS. —/ 0, You SHOULP KNOW BY Now f 
TAKING HIM \7| THAT THE COPS TAKE THEIR OWN 
SO |ONG? SWEET TIME DEALING WITH LAWYERS. 


1 DUNNO, YOU'VE ALWAYS SEEMED 
“TO GET THROUGH PRETTY QUICK. 


- a1 | 
> NLS (CLL) (meena 
ces OUATAN anMUNNn Wed Beet hE KeotKe._A 
rasp Ginauna||ieed den J i 
fit i Ww iin 
3 ) a gh AU 
C. | = 
| | 
a\l! ay, { 
s | | 


NY 


) __d 
7 r east 
WELL, AS MR. BLANDOS FINE, 50 HE OW DONT 
ALREADY HAD AN ATTORNEY HAS some |( WORRY AgouT 
PRESENT, MR. JONES COULD LAWYER. THAT, 
JUST BLOODY WELL WAIT. BUT ARE SWEETIE. 
J GOOv? 


OUGHT To BE. | 
HES ABOUT AS 
GOO! 


PAS 
CRIMINAL 
LAWYERS 


WHO SAID ly Lt ISNT THAT. 

HE DID? L 5 WHAT HE WAS 

SUPPOSED 
Jo voz 


P 
Jo, GETTING Someone ovr on| [ so... Y You sHourp \/ well, So MucH 
BOND, WHEN THEY'RE ACTUALLY N HUNDT HA MEET THEM FOR COVERING 
INDICTED FoR MURDER... UP THE 

TERRACE CONNECTION 
\) \ Berween 


Sy, J 
\/ 1 JUST HOPG THEY 

ARENT EXPECTING THIS 

Be PUTCH 


HEY, | GOT To MEET 
“SAVIOR” VAN HUNPT. NOT 
‘ A TOTAL WASTE. 

INA GET 
A WHOPPING BILL. 


INVOLVED, 


50, MS. BAUM -VOLE, WOULD YOU 
Be | (ED? IN HELPING . NES. GUILTY, 
Mé DEFENP THiS MADMAN? . ed No. AND 

= FRIEND TO | SHALL S ails ER 


LUNCH? 


WHAT 15 
50 MAD, 
MAY | 


You Know, SY BAH! 1 
NOTHING WILL- VAN HUNDT WILL NOT BE 
BE HAPPENING MAY BERIGHT. DICTATEDT1O 
UNTIL AFTER ? 3 BY A LAWYER, 
THE HOLIDAY, 3 NO MATTER 
ANYWAY. GIVE & OS.) b e. HOW FAMoUS. 
Me A CALL. 


F  ssrens Y Nor ar AW. 
FAMILY, OF COURSE, 1 WILL PROBABLY 
1S A RATHER MORE MUCH, ABOUT 

THE PARTY? AN 


DELICATE MATTER. 
YOu To ENJOY 
YOURSELF. 


WELL, NOT 50 MUCH OF THAT, 
| GUESS WITH THE FOLKS FROM 
THE CATERERS AND ALL. 


7 
ISNT THIS Wi RULE NUMBER 
JUST A LITTLE ONE OF 


17 
SHELLEYS RIGHT, KURT. 
WELL BE HANDLING COATS, 

_| GETTING PEOPLE DRINKS... 


WAGAY BEFORE 


START TIME. 


[ Zo You THINK We eweene, CANT | 
ORDERED ENOUGH? EVER Soe 


[ Besipes, You rr 
WORRVYIN: 


WON'T BELIEVE 
OW FAST THAT 


YEAH. APTER ALL, YOU ONLY 
HAVE THREE HOURS. 


Ni 


A PAPER WHILE 
WERE IN“TOWN, 


RIGHT. WE 


LOITER LONG ENOUGH 


“TOMORROW, WE CAN 
GET THE SUNPAY. 


POSS\BILITY, 
WHEN TONI'S 


WELL, NOT A BAD PLACE 
TO GOTO GRAD SCHOOL, 
EITHER. AND PROBABLY 
HIGHER TIPS To PAY THE 
TUITION. NOW, DO WE NEeD 
To ASK DIRECTIONS? 


V 
LOOKING AT JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 
AND Ri 


l Berner PLACE TO PLY 
+ TOO. 


NO, } THINK | CAN 


[ FIND’ IT OKAY, I'VE BEEN 


HERE OFTEN ENOUGH To 


ps 


= 


Sat 


r = 
WELL, NOBODY WANTS To BE \\ 
THE FIRST TO SHOW UP AT A 
BASH LIKE THIS. i 


rm 
ee =] | 


WANT ME To 
SHOW YOU? 


"a 
WORKS EVERY | 

TIME. OKAY, / | 
(DS, WERE /|| 


De os N 
ITS GOING To BI 
A DISASTER - 
NOBODYS GOING 
TO COME.” 


aera 


| 


— 


YEAH. HARD To 
BELIEVE, ISNT IT? 
SPREAD! | CHUCK AND OMAHA 


HAVING MONEY? 


sure. waite WINE — 
TM TRYING To KEEP 
THE BUBBLES DOWN. } 
| ] ail 


UR-HUA. HERE, 


TU SHOW You. 
BATHROOMS : 
UPSTAIRS 2 y I 
| a 
| My x 
i] 
— i KE 
be 
v / = 
| | i 
SS \ st 
N b> | 
Q 
WELL, THATS WHAT Wy A? 
\T SA... OAS HI. Ht il sa: AUL WEE, 
Aue i’Srte)_ 
} \ Ger Lost: 
T | 
s) 
| ll 
| / 
6BURPRISE? —— 
YOU MEAN, SHE 
DOESN 
We W 
COMING? 
YV/ Giap You Au. co 5, a 
COULD MAKE IT. AN me 
THIS BE A S 
iy /) / 
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! 
\ 


Hi 


SonovABIT CH! 


XEAH, 
I THINK SHE'S 
SURPRISED. 


PTT ATT 
i WI 


~ CMON, I'VE GOT To 
INTRODUCE You To ABOUT 
A MILLION PEOPLE. 


WANTED To A 
TO MAKE HER HAPPY, 


Y. 
DANCING? 


A 
SPNS, YOU SHOULD 
HAVE NO TROUBLE. 


NA, KURT. THIS 1S 
DANNI. AND..- 


[ more Liketwo, Bur aS |] (ars Y time ror mero) 
MONTH... IF YOU COUNT TAKE OVER DOOR 
THe CoWBoY DANCING. J ||] | ‘SOR Dury, HON. 

cowso! 
Za | 


bee 


SHE Just SHoweD 
JERRY. || 


1 DON’ 
INVITING HER, 
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V wey, vot | WELL, THEN...sHeD PeopaBLy | / 
HAVE ANY PROBLEM | | PREFER To CRASH, ANYWAY. 


WITH IT. ID've 
INVITED HER IF 
"2 KNOWN HOW 
JO REACH HER. 


ISN'T CEECEE SOMETHINGT 


"4 
INCLUDING A FEW LITILE 
HEY, | REALLY LIKE MICKEY. 


SURPRISES. 50 THATS 
THE GUY, HUH? 


I 
You KNOW, WERE GOING To 
HAVE TO GET TOGETHER FOR 
A SERIOUS TALK SOON. 


MoTHEeR! 
You CAME! 


OMAHA, MY DEAR, V/ CHARMED, MY DEAR. 
THIS IS MY FATHER, MARIA HAS TOLD ME 
HECTOR ELANDOS. /— SO MUCH ABOUT You. 

7 T 


3 
——=(sa s 
——— | | y 


Y wuo save) 
Ov HAE 107 
LETS GIVE HER 
Ober. Rov 


VY 3 cvecte 
Ri 


leolet 
OVAL 
TREATMENT, A, 
HUH? & 


ms 
| esi JUST THINK | 
in ca ‘dui 
Se ° ) \ i 
A NS r 
<a XG h 
9 


| 


POOL 
| Ned JIL 
ba Sai | 


7 (( 
[ nt myn 
MEHL 
ul l] 


I 


HM Pell : 
[ You WANT JACK Fuck TOM 
You, Lover? pur THAT Nice | i i) 
{ut 
—=S 


inne EAT Mi iy ean ) 
; WK ( ake. 
( ae Y =i 


AAT 


iit see. 
deen | qb : yes. 
I | : q ) wa il 
a | mit 
Ae eee 
| i\ 
ey ‘ Hi Hy ; 
& ei 4 iy 
A x. Ss iE = 
E leah Gin rf ; am i : 
ANNA 


TU ee q MITT WOT 
"t | HHI IE i 


ME, T00,f 


| | Oba / al {if 


Wana a 


S 
g 
Es 
EN 
ES 
ae 
IM 


— ifn 


sedlendf and Lie 
qi ee 

{ 

| an: 

y, 1 


Y Letsane HER A SH yi 
SPECIAL TREAT. SIT ON THE )||/) 
Crap oF tie Ber, || 


: ID) ona. 
is 
or ©) 

Coe 

q M\| 

Pee 

« ; 
‘ a » 


HM) py 
Dae A 


OH, Lover. 
UWANT You 


iy 
i 


| 


y 


UU Mh (UE 
uh 
/” xov Two, \\l 
UH... WANTA PLENTY 
: I. Pere. 


/ Presse. i'd 
|| TO GOT SLEEP 
\. ALL CUPPLED UP. 


V_| Love You, too, 1 
BABY. SLEEP TIGHT. ]||/| /) 
“NIGHT, JACK, Alili |i: 


Ait 


= 


“ny 


| iti, i 


IHN TTA MASS 
(i nh 


TO BE CONTINUED... 


I 
C 


in 


il 


i‘ I 


| 


N Mi 
(Mi 


r : 
HMPH! Youp THINK SN WHAT DOES ONE SAY 
THERE'D BEEN ALL KINDS AFTE! INV WAY 7 
OF DEBAUCHERY HERE 

LAST NIGHT. H 


} 


\ 


3 == rv 
— HN) \ wi gs 
ah = Hl 
[ Scwcve< FoOWer BY it Yeau, | DID, 
“DID YOU SLEEP WELL?“ AS A MATTER 
j OF FACT. 
Poy A My" Na * | 
yi A 4 | 


gr 


‘3 
7 


y 


vy 
x 
= 


HELL! | DIDN'T 
MEAN To Give You 
HEART FAILURE. 


C ~ 
THANK GOD FoR VV NOU BEEN SNEAKING 
PLASTIC GLASSES, AROUND ALL NIGHT? 
THOUGH, HUH 7 IS THAT HOW THE 
PLACE GOT ALL 
CLEANED UP? 
ol; 


oO} 


HH, SO YOU... 
THREE... 
HAD A LITILE 


IT. PART OF 
THE SERVICE. 


[ sver corree, anyway. _ | [voox, i pont enow ie You want] [cHucks THe SAME. WHADDYA 
THERE DOESN'T SEEM TO BE TO WAIT FOR TONI TO GET UP... x. Pete DRESSED AND GO 


LOTS OF FIXIN’S AROUND DY ELGE TO COOK? 
FOR BREAKFAST. i, WE CAN BRING BACK 
7 STUFF FOR THEM. 


RACE YOUTO 
THE SHOWERS. 


T euxizoruire. | / Guess 


OMAHA LEFT 
IT FOR US. _/ 


\| [courte oF Hours Acoso \ F 


GY SHOULD BE BACK SOON. 


l MAY BE ABLE TO 
IMITATE LIFE BY 
THEN. ( HOPE. 


A. Ss LS = 
Agee = 


—— 
—e 
ey 


LY 


won!-THaT was | 
IN YOUR QUITe A DREAM, 
\S, EARLIER THIS 
PAL. MORNING. La 
an 
I 
| 

T | 


BY THE 
INVITATION . 


[— Hey, You BuMs. 
BREAKFAST DOWNS 


COME AS YOU ARE. 


THERE WON'T BE ANY 
. 


UNLESS SHE MANAGE 
TO FOOL US BOTH. 


—y 
AIRS, 
OR 

LEFT, 


= vou'Re Sure You 
| WON'T STAY ANOTHER 
NIGHT? 


<] 

[/_ ONS ABOUT To GO INTO. 
HER LAST QUARTER, AND | CAN'T 
PUSH THE ENVELOPE 700 MUCH 
At THE DIVE. 


7 ; r T 
AND Ive Goro see to [ uev, mA Hearty rronmer. )] [ sure, sucar. 
WHATEVER'S BROKEN POWN | | TYPE... AND [VE Gor You Wo Ger 
WHILE I'VE BEEN GONE, FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE. 


SOMETHING ALWAYS DOES. J b 
WELL, PRIVE RUN ay? 
‘) 4 
CAREFULLY, LT sre Ts <| 
LOOKS LIKE ma AI 

SNOW AGAIN. } \ p 

1 ig AGA 

GB , a ° é ( 


001 REALLY WANT To HOOK UP 
WITH A GUY WHOS MADE HIS 
NAME PEFENPING MOBSTERS? 


IS WHATSISNAME 
ELANDOS.. 


r Nie 
Not THAT ) KNOW aL, You DIDN' Wren \/ IF It Gives YovR 
Saat Gertie TAT ra Mee 
POWERFUL... THERE'S 


INTO CRIM) MAKE Me NERVOUS. CONSCIENCE A 

CR INIS CRIMINAL, TLEAST | TCOTHACHE, THEN 
R Aes HAE SA SAINTS FOR GING ITA PASS. 
SURFACE, I'M SURE. emesis 


BUT IF | WANT To Move [ SLser ON tt, AND INTHE THEN Les GET Your, 
UP, 'M_ NEVER ae MORNING FLIP A COIN MING ON SOMETHING ELSE 
Ger A BETTER CAAN AND DIAL THE PHONE. FOR A WHILE, HM? 


WARE UE OUP BEER 
ul 
IVE ITA RECT. 


/ wun! you 
HAVEN'T Bee 


CAGE Most OF 
THE TIME. 


7 7 
HARDLY. ; |! || [WAS JUST KINDA 
JUST STILL we I | WAITING FoR CeeCee 
MAKING UP OR JACK TO CALL, SAY 
FoR THOSE “THEY Got HOME SAFE. 


2 


[ Yean, SHE MENTIONED... | 
WELL, SURE. HOW'S TOMORROW? 
OKAY, FRIPAY IT IS. 


SUAUN WANTING TO GET 


™~ [Fame anv rortne 
BECKON, EH? FLL 

Ger 

eh 


OH, RIGHT. THANKS For | | JERRY, REMINDING ME 
REMINDING ME. SEE YOU ABOUT THE NEXT HEARING, 
THERE? FINE. ALSO ON FRIDAY. 


new Thee. suse [\ UNDERSTAND, 
VETTING You Kt LL CAW You 
WE GOT IN OKAY. 


GOON, OKAY 7 


( Now,tet’s aoto BED, 
ANYBODY ELSE CAN TALK }! 
TO THE MACHINE. 


[ BEN, We've TALKED ABOUT N 


ME FURTHER DIRECTION 
LD 


P J 
ARE You Savina You 
COULD Be SEDUCED BY 
THE SUPERFICIAL GLAMOUR 
OF HOUNWOOP? 


WELL, LETS Sue SHOULDNT | BE MAKING UP 
WHAT KIND OF A TO YOU FOR THAT... NEGLECT? 
PERFORMANCE | 

CAN GIVE HERE, 


ee MAN Thar Is one Cluster [ ue sive ENTRANCE | 
NTRANCE. | COUL? BARELY TAKING THE LONGEST 
Cou FIT MY GEAR IN THAT OF ANYTHING... MAKING J 
| ELEVATOR . ENERNTHING EL 
(( A LATE, OF Course © 
ha & AMS 


1S 


THE NIGHTTIME 
LOOK 1S GOING TO 
BE THE REAL 

| DAZZLER. 


7 
OF COURSE, YOU 

CANTGET A REAL 
V ION WITH 


IMPREZS! 
LREADY. AU THE LIGHTS 
\ UP Like THis. 


a DONT WANT ALL OF THEM 


ISNT THAT GOING TO LEAVE 
HOT NOW. WEL HAVE A KIND RT ON 
ES REM 


You A LITLE Stor 
GETTING THE ADS PONE? 
HEN, YOURE TALKING TO 
( APRO Hi YM USED TO 
GETTING THINGS DONE FAST. 


Ponions ARE NO NEED. | HAVE A NIEETING 
SCAEPULED_WITH THE HERD 


\N A LITTLE WHILE. 


/” HEN, THAT GIRLS COULD em 
HIT THE BIG TIME. 1'M STORING 
THIS VERY CAREFULLY. 


— 


[i tHink THEY MAKE A GREA 
BAND. LE THI mm 


= 
iv 


[ THE BANDS 


HEY, CMON. 
HERE, JERRY. 


WEVEe PLAYE? 
ON STAGES: 


SURELY 
THEN RS 
GOING TO 
PXTHIS. 


ANP You THOUGHT 
IN EXCHANGE FOR AWN. 
DONE FOR ME, IP BE 

LITTLE CRIP FOREVER, 


PENDENT ON 
YOu, PIPN'T You? 


AMI iq 
WILL You’? 


‘ey 


VW aume | 
FUCK DO DISCRETION \ 
MIGHT BE 
TAT? X{ APPRECIATED, | }\\\ 
“il | 
il f 


a 


\e 
Nia 


fuKea avy 
WHO LOVES M5 


TAILOR MYSELE 
To YOUR LIKING? 


lA 

r IA 
Cy pk 
rj i 


ma 
\(M NOT BOING 
ANYTHING TO 
HURT You. 
YOU'RE NOT 
THE POINT. / 


THE 
YOUR DISPOSAL. 


i 
ill 
\ ill | 

WW} 
wll 
[ FING. Go FIND Somegopy wro | 


SUITS You BETTER, AND PLAY 
PYGMALION WITH THEM. 


b US 
I'M NOT LOOKIN 
cl Po A SOY oust 
rs AN HONSST LOVE. 


Ke 
BeSOsEb 


[caRRiep OVER THE INJUNCTION 
UNTIL THE COUNCIL MEETING 
IN TWO WEEKS. 


IS THEREA 
OOD CHANCE THE 
ete WILL BLOCK, 


6 DEMOLITION? 


L From WHAT JERRY Tes me. | [ 2 SIULY. 1 KNOW HOW | TOLD You | 
HOW WAS YOuR. LUNCH? , ‘To TRACK DOWN MY 
ail HAD A eX. 
> \A 


WELW, IT LOOKS LIKE HE'S DONT TEL ME... HES DECIDED 
TRACKED ME DOWN INSTEAD. | | He WANTS YoU BACK. Hi 
ROUGH THE VIZEO. SHAUN “THINKS YOU'RE RICH Now 
HAD His NUMBER, AND AND WANTS To CASH IN... 
\ CAWED HIM. y 


waar? vou | 
WORK FOR 


( NOT HERE. 


7 
S0, SHALL We HAVE & LOOK 
AT THE MERCHANDISE 7 


~ Fi Never THouGHT oF INDUSTeD 
ESPIONAGE BEING A PROBLEM 
IN SKIN MAGS. 


NO. HAVE “THOUGH You MiauT \/ WHaT?/? 
TELL YOUR Boss You 
PLAYING FIELV | | THAT THE CHECK /\ GOTTA BE 
LENEL, YOU Looker Agout /\ KipiNa. 
A ZERO SHORT. 


[/_, DON'T PLAY CUTE, 
PAVE. You AND NouR Boss 
ARE WORTH. CHEAP At” 
TWICE THE PRICE. 


HE DIDNT BUILD 
HIS MAGAZIN 
BY BEING AN 


IIOT, $0, YES. 


. I 7 —y Pp 

DONT You NOT MUCH. | FIGURE THEY 

MEMBER... HAVE ANY STILL FIN? SOME WAY TO 

THE TOMN Is FAITH IN, TRASH “A” BLOCK ANZ 

LOSING VENUES. OuR CITY SHUT DOWN THE BARS. 
GONERNMENT, : 


: . \ ett 
r awapone \ Ca 
\WOULD_ FINANCE AS SOON 
OUR OWN AS WE GET or 
RECORD BACK. 
PRODUCTION... » ~ 


So |S SHELLEY Theiler nua! wear, \% THEN | MUST 


To DEATH THAT HE MAYee SHe | Have Misser 
BEST FRIEND ISGONNA 4 AND KURT MM 
BEA STAR? A Out 11S BEEN GONG 
HIS CARS AW AY. 
DUNNO, NE. Z| Yn 
NO ANSMIERR i 
DOWNSTAIRS. n 
y 
P= 
= 0 
| | / 
< 
G LPS 
\ 
pd] 
h te 
u nae 
bi NX 


LIKE AS Nor, THAT WOULDN’ _ MAYBE SHEL 
SHE'LL OFFER To Be WILLING To BE 
BE MV eres Your MAip oF 
HONOR... 


V BUT HERE You TRUE. BUT MAYBE | HUH! GONNA BE 
ARE, ALMosT WANT TO PLAY THE. HAED FROM THE 
a FIELZ FOR A WHILE. vier Y 


GPE 
“ 


I\\ [1o BE CONTINUED... 


AND IN THE FUTURE...? 


As detailed in the introduction to this volume, 

this may be the end of the OMAHA saga. 
However, before Reed and Kate stopped working on the 
series, Reed had already drawn the next two covers for 
the series, Vol. II #5 and Vol. Il #6. We present them here 
for sake of completeness, and because they offer some 
tantalizing hints as to which direction the future story 
line would have taken... 
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They're back together again 


And, oh yes, she’s once ain a redhead. 


OMAHA fans who've ¢ nized over Chuck and 
Omaha's extende: i ways will be ecstastic to 
learn that in th’ 1 th and biggest volume of 
Kate Worley and Reed Waller's thrilling tale of love 
romance deceit, crime, and politics (not to 
mention nces that combine three or more of 
the above) our protagonists end up where they belong 
- in each othe ms. 


Not that this resolves all the difficulties and dangers 
that F dogged the two lovers, and their circle of 
friends, for so many years. Still, a massive New Ye 
blowout (culminating in an epic ménage-a-trois) 
ke the demons at t and for one wonderful 

it, all is right a world 


All this, plu % hort story from GAY 
COMICS feat 
OMAHA's cast of sup 
porting charact 
presented h 

a version 

extensive 
re-worked by 

Waller for its 
appearance in 

these pages. 
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